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1. Were you already familiar with the events which led to the Russian Revolution before reading this book?  

Did the descriptions lead you form a favorable or an unfavorable view of the nation and its people? 

 

 

 

2. Did you enjoy the author’s style of writing and selected resources?  Did you find her approach to be          

objective and balanced? 

 

 

 

3. What was your perception of Czar Nicholas and his family?  Do you think he was partly to blame for the 

events which led to his demise, or do you feel that he was an innocent victim? 

 

 

 

4. Did it surprise you that wealthy foreigners continued to live in Russia once violence began to erupt?   

 

 

 

5. Were you familiar with Maria Bochkareva and the Women’s Death Battalion prior to reading this book? 

 

 

 

6. Do you believe that the United States should have intervened in the conflict?  If it had, how to you think this 

would have changed the course of history? 

 

 

 

7.  How did you feel about American journalists who were sympathetic to the Revolutionaries?  Were you     

surprised that Rhys Williams and Bessie Beatty refused to help a young Russian soldier hide from Revolutionaries 

who had overtaken his military academy?  Do you think they were wrong or were justified in their beliefs? 

 

 


