New Literacy Program at Mae Bruce Library
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Rosenberg Library Gears Up for Final Phase of Building Reconstruction 
Look What’s Happening at La Marque Public Library
Orbit Visits Dickinson Public Library
Dickinson Public Library started out their 2018 Summer Reading Program with a very special visit from the Houston Astros mascot, Orbit! The Astros were the 2017 World Series championship winners and children, as well as adults, were excited to see him. The children got to interact with Orbit and there was lots of fun and games for all ages. They especially enjoyed getting their picture taken with him. Orbit also donated a copy of his children’s book Orbit’s First Day of School, which tells all about Houston Astros mascot Orbit's first day of school. Orbit is SO excited to learn about new things here on Earth! But trying new things and going new places can be a little bit scary, too. Orbit is nervous about starting school but soon he learns how to make new friends, love his new home, and embrace what makes him different because it is also what helps him learn how to be a good and special friend! It was a great way to start the Dickinson Public Library’s Summer Reading Program.
La Marque Library - Reading Rocks  
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·	La Marque Library rocked out all summer long with programs fitting the theme: Reading Rocks! We explored both literal rocks (Geology) and music (Rock & Roll). This year, there were 216 registrants with half of those reading at least 5 hours and 22 of those logging an impressive 100 hours of reading!



·	Youth Services Librarian, Terri Walker held a kickoff event on June 5 where she gave an overview of the summer program. Musicians from Galveston Symphony Orchestra did an instrument petting zoo where children were able to explore the instruments and ask questions. Before they left, musicians entertained the audience with a few songs. 




·	Over 50 attended the library’s Pete the Cat Party on June 14. This event was done in cooperation with the Khambrel Foundation, a local nonprofit focused on spreading literacy and random acts of kindness throughout the community. Children played games, did crafts and heard Pete the Cat stories. After the program, Pete visited and took pictures with the children. Terri Walker designed and constructed the Pete mascot and one of our teen volunteers wore it for the party. 





·	A celebration was held for all summer reading participants and their families on August 4. A barbecue picnic lunch was provided by Pit Stop and Dem Roots Reggae band from Galveston entertained while attendees enjoyed water games and other activities. 





·	The programs we offer at the library are stronger because of the generous support we receive from our community partners. We saw some of those partnerships in action during this reporting period. Councilwoman Casey McAuliffe was guest presenter at storytime on June 20. She taught a Spanish nursery rhyme and was accompanied by Terri Walker on ukulele. La Marque Garden Club led the afternoon Rock Talk program on June 20. They discussed environmental benefits of different types of rocks and how rocks are preferable to concrete for drainage and flood control. 

Hitchcock Library Welcomes Author Ron Kenney for Book Signing
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League City Library Offers Popular Programs for Teens
The Teen Late Night programs at League City Library have been very successful! These programs are after library hours so that the teens are able to utilize the entire library. Over the summer, we had the Clue Murder Mystery in June and Humans vs. Zombies in July. For the Clue Murder Mystery, staff members dressed up as characters from the Clue board game. Teens had to interview all the characters throughout the library and gather clues to deduce who murdered the dinner host. For Humans vs. Zombies, teens played a themed, library-wide game of tag. They all had bandanas and drew to find out who the original zombie was. When the original zombie tagged anyone, they became “infected” and tied their bandanas around their heads. The last humans were the winners! There was a total of 41 attendees for the Teen Late Night programs.
Ongoing programs that retain popularity are Game On and Teen Anime Club. Since March, Game On had 74 attendees. Teens play board games, card games, video games, and draw. We play a group game of Four Corners at the end of each program that the teens always look forward to! Since March, Teen Anime Club had 49 attendees. Teens love critiquing the shows and singing along with theme songs. At the end of each program, the teens are always excited and interested in what we will watch and talk about next time. 
Another ongoing program that continues in popularity is Teen Advisory Board. Since March, Teen Advisory Board had 67 attendees. Teens participate in planning teen activities, assisting with special library events, making decorations for the teen area, and more. In June, Teen Advisory Board upcycled old CDs as an act of conservation and to decorate the teen area for the summer’s “Libraries Rock” theme.
Story Trail at Hallowpalooza 

Get your Halloween off to a spooky start and walk the Moore Memorial Public Library Story Trail to read pages from the book, The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything by Linda Williams. Look for the library’s Story Trail at Hallowpalooza on October 31st from 5 PM-8:30 PM at the Nessler Civic Center. Walk the Story Trail and read the book on your own, or walk through and listen as our Children’s Librarian reads the story aloud. Don’t forget to stop by the library and check out our holiday book collection! 
Rosenberg Library Computer Lab Adds New Laser Cutter & 3D Printer 


The Rosenberg Library is excited to announce that the Computer Lab on the third floor has added two new machines to their repertoire. Most excitingly, we are adding brand new technology to the computer lab in the form of a new laser cutter, a P-Series 24x16+ CO2 Laser from Full Spectrum Laser. This cutter is a powerful machine that is built to handle almost anything you put in front of it. Soon to be available to patrons and staff alike, this machine can both cut and engrave, and has a work area of 24” by 16” with a laser strong enough to cut up to ½” thick acrylic or wood boards. We also have a rotary attachment which allows us to engrave bottles and other round objects, allowing the laser cutter to have countless applications. Our tests so far have resulted in some amazing products, including an etching of Elvis Presley and some puzzle piece dice that were etched and cut out of wood. The Computer Lab staff is still testing the laser cutter and becoming more familiar with its various abilities, and is expecting to make it available for the public to use in the near future.

Our second addition in technology is a new 3D printer. Computer Lab staff made the decision to replace the old 3D printer with a more user-friendly and updated Ultimaker 3 Extended. This new 3D printer has additional features not available on the previous machine and also allows users to pick from a broad range of materials to print their creations. The new materials available in the lab include a variety of PLA and ABS filaments, one of which is a striking metallic gold color. The new 3D printer is currently up and running, and the Computer Lab is accepting appointments for printing. As always, the Computer Lab offers a free 3D Design class to any member of the public who is interested in the world of 3D printing. 
For more information about any of our new technology, or to sign up for one of our free classes, please contact the Computer Lab staff at 409-763-8854 ext. 130, or email us at          computerlab@rosenberg-library.org.
Family Storytime at Dickinson Public Library
Dickinson Public Library has extended our Family Storytime to twice a month. The program is for all families with young children. Attendees listen to fun stories, sing songs and make a craft. Each Storytime will incorporate Spanish and American Sign Language into the stories and songs in an effort to promote bilingual education. We hope you’ll join us at our next Family Storytime, every 2nd and 4th Saturday at 10:30 am. For more information, contact the library at 281-534-3812.  Dickinson Public Library is located at 4411 Highway 3.
Galveston Barrel Company
Barrel making is an ancient art ascribed to the Celts (circa 350 BC).  The watertight construction of barrels made them well suited for the storage of liquids and dry products.  Their sturdiness helped them withstand the rigors of handling.  Their shape allowed them to be rolled or stacked.

Barrel manufacturing in Galveston emerged during the city’s industrialization over the last several decades of the nineteenth century.  The smokestacks of large concerns such as Texas Star Flour Mills (established 1878), Galveston Bagging and Cordage Company (1888), and Galveston Brewing Company (1897) dotted the local skyline.  Smaller industries sprung up to support the larger industries. 

Galveston Barrel Company was a support industry.  William Buchan, a German immigrant, founded the cooperage in 1879 and was its proprietor.  

Galveston Barrel Company served the import and export of goods through the Port of Galveston, which had achieved deep water status by the 1890s. 

The publication Industries of Galveston (1887) included a profile of the barrel company.  Texas Star Flour Mills were among its clientele.  Although Galveston Barrel Company manufactured barrels of all sorts, it specialized in making barrels that held flour and molasses.  The firm employed an average of twelve employees and produced an average of 25,000 barrels annually.  

Galveston Barrel Company adopted a barrel as its logo.  An advertisement in the Galveston Evening Tribune, August 26, 1889, touted the cooperage’s products as being “always on hand,” with “trimming done on short notice.”

According to an undated Galveston Insurance Board Description and Estimate (Block 738, Lot 11), William Buchan operated from a one-story frame building at 1814-16 Avenue A. The structure, rebuilt in 1882, had disappeared by 1917. 

William Buchan closed his factory in 1909, ending a thirty-year run.  Buchan was born on August 24, 1842, at Liepe, a city in the state of Brandenburg in Germany.  He immigrated to New York in 1867, arriving two years later at Galveston.  A member of First Lutheran Church in Galveston, he married Wilhelmina Buchan (1852-1919) in 1872.  He died in Galveston on January 28, 1929, and was buried at Old City Cemetery.  The 1920 Galveston County census enumerated him as an alien.  

During the twentieth century, more efficient modes of shipment, such as palletized cargo, supplanted the use of barrels for storage.  Today, barrel making survives in the United States through manufacturing of wine barrels.

Contributed by Casey Edward Greene
Rosenberg Library Scholar

Rosenberg Library Children’s Department
Offering interactive learning opportunities year-round
Author Ron Kenney provided a book signing and discussion at Hitchcock Library last month.   No stranger to the library, Mr. Kenney is also a volunteer at the library and a resident of Hitchcock.  Patrons were delighted by this program, which focused on his new book, An Englishman in Texas.  The book is a memoir about Mr. Kenney, an English jockey who came to the United States in 1960.  The autobiographical account begins with his childhood in the northeast of England during WWII.  He goes on to describe how, with no knowledge of horses, he was sent four hundred miles from home at 14 years of age to apprentice as a jockey.  He’d been turned away by the foreman at the coal mine because he was too small.  The story follows Kenney through his coming of age to his coming to America when he was 30.  It follows his fortunes in pursuit of the American Dream.  Kenney tells of riding horses for some of the wealthiest and most famous horse trainers in Texas.  He tells of his loves and his betrayals, and he introduces the people who helped him along the way.  Check out An Englishman in Texas today!
Bedtime Storytime

On Monday, November 12th at 7 PM join us at Moore Memorial Public Library for a  special family story time. Bring your preschool aged children in their pajamas, along with their favorite soft toy, to enjoy stories, songs, and rhymes. Session runs for 30 minutes. There will be a craft to make and take after the program. Caregivers must accompany every child to the program, which will take place in the Library Meeting Room. 

There is no registration and tickets are not required.
Work is expected to begin on the final phase of reconstruction of the Rosenberg Library in early December 2018.  The planned Phase VII building improvement project will include uncovering and restoring the magnificent architecture on the 4th floor of the Rosenberg Wing of the building.  The Phase VII project will also include a major renovation and upgrade of the 4th floor museum spaces, as well as other improvements to make the two levels of the 4th floor more accessible to patrons with disabilities.
During the past five months, the Rosenberg Library staff has been in the process of implementing a variety of policy tweaks and service improvements based on suggestions from a March 2018 library patron survey.  Some of the new enhancements include the creation of a young adult computer area on the third floor, formation of a Christian fiction section in the new book area, the addition of a text messaging notification option for holds and due date reminders (patrons can now opt to get these notifications either via email or text message), an increase in the number of holds for new materials that patrons can have at any one time from 5 to 15, and an option for requesting the purchase of new books and audio visual items through our website.  In response to patron demand, the library has rolled out new options for patrons who wish to have our integrated library system (on-line catalog) maintain a history of the books and audio visual materials that they have checked out.  With respect to a library cardholder’s check-out history, the default setting will continue to be that the Rosenberg Library will not keep a history once the materials have been returned, so patrons interested in this service will have to specifically change the setting in their account to track materials they borrow.  Patrons who have questions about how to change the settings on their account can stop by the 2nd floor reference desk, where staff is always ready to assist.  Based on patron suggestions, the library has also implemented measures to reduce the wait time for high demand library materials.  The library is also adding a pair of new easy chairs that will be located by the new book section, something patrons also asked for in the survey. 
Rosenberg Library Survey Spurs Policy Changes & Improvements
Rosenberg Library Expands Services
The Rosenberg Library implemented a three-fold increase in Internet speeds available for patrons from 500 Mbps to 1.5 Gbps in July 2018.  There are also plans to roll out a brand new video streaming option for patrons called Kanopy before October 1st.  Kanopy has a selection of 30,000 movies, which Rosenberg Library patrons will be able to access without charge.  Patrons can access Kanopy under the e-library tab on the library’s website (www.rosenberg-library.org). The Rosenberg has also added new technology for patrons as part of the library’s maker space area on the third floor of the building.  The library’s computer services staff plans to start offering laser cutter demonstrations for patrons by the end of October. The Rosenberg Library’s new laser cutter is able to do precision etches in glass, wood, leather and anodized aluminum. 


Wood etching of Elvis Presley
Puzzle piece dice set, cut out of wood and glued together 
Summer overview:

100 Books Before Kindergarten reading club members: 601
Rockstar Reading Club, grades K-7, members: 1,492
79 programs, total attendance: 4,671 (not including reading club members)

Summer Programs Worth Noting:

Moody Gardens Palm Beach Summer Swim Party Kick-Off, Magic Show, Drop-In Activities, Happy Birthday Henry Rosenberg, Storytimes, Comedy Show, Stop-Motion Animation, Legos, Escape Room, Recycled Instruments, Writing Activities, Treasure Island Show, Chemistry Road Show, Chess, Tech Times, Art Studios 


Orbit from the Houston Astros Visits:
Advertisement, Galveston city directory, 1896-97 
The Mae Bruce Library is partnering with the local chapter of Faithful Friends, an animal assistance therapy group, to provide dog teams to act as reading mentors in the new Read to (with) Rover  program. 

The specially trained dogs, and their handlers, aka ‘moms,’ sit with school-aged students, one-on-one, and listen patiently while a student reads out loud for about 15 minutes.  Students are not judged or reprimanded if they mispronounce a word or miss a sentence and the animals receive lots of loving pats, hugs and kisses in return.  How cool is that?!    
                                            
The goal of this program is to inspire struggling readers to discover the joy of reading while developing literacy skills in a positive and fun environment. 

Families register and sign up for a time slot at the Information Desk, choose a library book, or three, to read from, and wait quietly for the chosen time slot.  That’s it!

Reading takes place the first Thursday of each month beginning at 6pm in 15 minute increments, until 7pm.

If you would like your student to build confidence and fluency in his or her reading, then this might be the perfect program for him or her.  For information call 409-925-5540 or come by 13302 – 6th Street, Santa Fe.


La Marque Library rocked out all summer long with programs fitting the theme: Reading Rocks! We explored both literal rocks (Geology) and music (Rock & Roll). This year, there were 216 registrants with half of those reading at least 5 hours and 22 of those logging an impressive 100 hours of reading!
On Demand Computer Classes at Moore Memorial Public Library
In addition to our weekly computer classes from October 1st-November 30th, Moore Memorial Public Library will now offer on-demand computer classes! Need to build up your mousing skills, but missed the first September computer class? Do you want to learn how to set up an e-mail account, get started in Microsoft Word, and learn your way around Microsoft Excel? If your answers are “yes, yes, yes!”, then visit the Reference Desk and ask about our on-demand classes. A librarian will sit down with you and provide a one-on-one lesson on a topic that is covered in our current classes. Unfortunately, we cannot teach topics that aren’t part of our existing computer classes. But, we’re more than happy to accept feedback on what we’re missing so we can expand future options! 

Currently, our on-demand computer classes will operate on a first-come, first-served basis, so be sure to visit the Reference Desk between the hours of 9 AM-12 PM and 2 PM-5 PM to get started!  Moore Memorial Public Library is located in Texas City at 1701 9th Avenue North or call 409-643-5979 for more information.

La Marque Public Library Partners with Galveston County Food Bank
For the second year, La Marque Public Library partnered with Galveston County Food Bank as a distribution site for the Kids Pacz summer food program. Children 18 years and younger were able to pick up weekly food packs made up of nonperishable items. This program helps bridge the gap for children in the summer who may rely on getting most of their meals at school. Interest in the program was extremely high with a 70% increase in participation from last year. 
During the month of November, all Moore Memorial Library card holders are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food item to the library to have $10.00 worth of overdue fines removed from their account. 
The library has partnered with the Galveston County Food Bank (GCFB) and will be a drop-off site for donated food items. The GCFB helps feed members of our community who are in need of assistance and the library is eager to help all community members in their daily lives. We are encouraging all cardholders, regardless of whether their accounts currently have overdue fines or not, to bring a non-perishable food item to the library for donation. The more donations we receive, the more people we can feed this holiday season! 
If you do bring an item to the library in order to have an overdue fine forgiven, please present the item at the Circulation Desk and be sure to have your library card with you. Once the fine is removed from your account, please add the donated food item to the bin. A list of acceptable/non-acceptable food items will be available at the Reference Desk beginning in November. We hope our library card holders in Galveston County spread the word about our effort to help feed our community, and we encourage everyone to donate as much as they possibly can!  If you have any questions about this program, please visit the Reference Desk, or call us at 409-643-5977.
Fine Forgiveness Food Drive at Moore Memorial Library in Texas City
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Dickinson • Friendswood • Galveston • Hitchcock • La Marque • League City • Santa Fe • Texas City
Above  -    Sound of Science
Above  -   Galveston Bay Foundation 
Above  -   Orbit, the Houston Astros mascot
Above  -   Guitar Craft
Below  -  Houston Museum of Natural Science
Above  -  Hawaiian Luau
Above  -  John O’Bryant, Magician
Above  -  ILLana and Allie, summer volunteers
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"Libraries Rock Hawaiian Style" at Hitchcock Library Summer Reading Program
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The Friendswood Library held their 2nd Annual Ekphrastic Poetry Reading and Contest on Saturday, September 15th.  Seventeen poets and twenty-seven poems were selected by jury to read at the event.  

An ekphrastic poem is a vivid description of a scene or, more commonly, a work of art. Through the imaginative act of narrating and reflecting on the “action” of a painting or sculpture, the poet may amplify and expand its meaning. –Poetry Foundation

During the reading, the artwork was projected on a screen while the poet read their poem. The jury selected four Top Honor awards and five Honorable Mentions. Top Honor poets include Elina Petrova, Susan Musch, DE Zuccone, and Daniel Carrington Jr. The Friendswood Library will host their 3rd Annual Ekphrastic Poetry Reading and Contest next September with a call going out to poets in July of 2019.  For more information, contact the Friendswood Library at 281-482-7135.
Ekphrastic Poetry Reading and Contest Held at Friendswood Library
The Friendswood Library Classic Books Discussion group will begin on Saturday, November 3rd at 2pm.  For more information or to register for this book discussion group, contact the Friendswood Library at 281- 482-7135.


¨	   Notes from Underground –Fyodor Dostoevsky—      			November 3rd, 2018 – 2pm
¨	   Candide – Voltaire – December 1st, 2018 – 2pm
¨	   Meditations - Descartes– January 12th, 2019 – 2pm
¨	   Bhagavad Gita -February 9th, 2019 – 2pm
¨	   The Prince – Niccolo Machiavelli – March 9th, 2019 – 2pm
¨	 Hamlet – William Shakespeare – April 6th, 2019 – 2pm
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Classic Books Discussion Group at Friendswood Public Library
·	TAG (Teen Advocacy Group) is a newly formed group of teens who meet once a month. Members of TAG are given opportunities to develop leadership skills and will have an instrumental role in helping plan and coordinate the library’s End of Summer Party in July. One of our TAG members started the Wild Child Book Club for tweens. For their first meeting they read and discussed Hatchet—a young adult survival story by Gary Paulsen. 



·	La Marque Library hosted the monthly Homeschool Meet and Greet group on August 21. A photographer from Galveston Daily News was there to take pictures. We were proud to see a front-page article in the August 24 edition of the paper featuring this group and the work they’re doing in our community.



·	La Marque Library will host its annual Fall Festival on Thursday October 25 from 5:30-7:30. This community event is lots of fun for the whole family. Join us for not-so-scary stories, spooky arts and crafts, pumpkin decorating, a costume contest and trunk-or-treat!
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Look What’s Happening at La Marque Public Library
   
Dickinson Public Library
4411 Highway 3
Dickinson, TX 77539
www.dickinsonpubliclibrary.org
(281) 534-3812
Mon, Wed, Fri 10 am to 5 pm
Tue, Thurs 10 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 2 pm
Closed Sunday


Moore Memorial Library
1701 9th Avenue N.
Texas City, TX 77590
www.texascity-library.org
(409) 643-5979
Mon-Wed 9 am to 9 pm
Thur, Fri 9 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 4 pm
Closed Sunday



La Marque Public Library
1011 Bayou Road
La Marque, TX 77568
www.lamarquelibrary.org
(409) 938-9270
Tue, Wed 10 am to 6 pm
Thurs 10 am to 7 pm
Fri, Sat 9 am to 4 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday



Santa Fe Public Library 
Mae Bruce Library
13302 6th Street
Santa Fe, TX 77510
www.maebrucelibrary.org
(409) 925-5540
Mon-Wed, Fri 10 am to 6 pm
Thurs 12 to 8 pm
Sat 10 am to 1:30 pm
Closed Sunday
Friendswood Public Library
416 S. Friendswood Drive
Friendswood, TX 77546
www.friendswood.lib.tx.us
(281) 482-7135
Mon-Thurs 10 am to 9 pm
Fri, Sat 10 am to 6 pm
    Closed Sunday



League City Public Library
Helen Hall Library
100 West Walker
League City, TX 77573
www.leaguecitylibrary.org
(281) 554-1111
Mon-Thurs 10 am to 9 pm
Fri, Sat 10 am to 6 pm
Sun 1 pm to 5 pm



Hitchcock Public Library
Genevieve Miller Library
8005 Barry Street
Hitchcock, TX 77563
www.hitchcockpubliclibrary.org
(409) 986-7814
Tue, Wed & Fri 10 am to 5 pm
Thurs 10 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 3 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday



Rosenberg Library
2310 Sealy Street
Galveston, TX 77550-2220
www.rosenberg-library.org
(409) 763-8854
Mon-Thurs 9 am to 9 pm 
 Fri, Sat 9 am to 6 pm
Closed Sunday

Galveston & Texas History Center
Tues—Sat 9 am to 6 pm




Galveston County Library System
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New computers and workstations made possible by a grant from the Tocker Foundation.
Thanks to the Tocker Foundation, the Hitchcock Library received a grant for two Dell desktop computers and six computer workstations with matching chairs. The Tocker Foundation has been a blessing to the Hitchcock Library and many other small libraries in Texas, having received grants for computers, library furniture, books and more.  The Tocker Foundation grant was also instrumental in helping Hitchcock Library recover from the damage caused by Hurricane Harvey.
2018 Volunteer of the Year Goes to Lawson Brooks 
Tocker Foundation Grant Helps Hitchcock Library
Page 15
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Lawson Brooks was chosen Volunteer of the Year for his many years of service at the Hitchcock Library. He repairs things that have broken, he has helped us put together shelving and workstations many times, he helped re-stain the kitchen cabinets and he has made a beautiful wooden bench each year for the Christmas Raffle.  Sometimes he even makes a cute children’s wooden chair for the raffle as well, and so much more! Lawson also helped out at the library following Hurricane Harvey.

Mr. Brooks is known for his “wood carvings”, as we like to say. During the summer, he stays very busy making the “trophies” for the summer reading program.  We give him a picture of what we would like and he makes a pattern from the picture. Then he cuts out the figures and sands the wood. After that, staff paints the wooden cut outs. The 2018 trophy was a ukulele. Lawson has been making the trophies since 1988. The trophies have become a tradition at the summer programs.  Parents and children alike are always surprised and delighted by the uniqueness of the trophies.  Congratulations to Mr. Lawson Brooks!
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Caldecott award-winning author/illustrator Molly Idle
Saturday, November 17
3:30pm
New book Pearl to release in October.
Rosenberg Library Children’s Department

                                           Upcoming Free & Festive Fall Fun
Storytimes on Wednesdays

Saturday Stories November 3 and December 11

Drop-Ins (come anytime between posted hours):

	October 17         Make Your Own Slime, 4-5:30pm
	October 23         Harry Potter Wizardry Night, 5-8pm
	November 9       3D Printer & Laser Cutter Demo,2:30-5:30pm
	November 19      Word Construction, 2:30-5:30pm
	November 20      Family Fort Building, 2:30-5:30pm
	December 28      Kids in the Kitchen, 2:30-4:30pm

Paws to Read Thursday nights

13 Books Before Halloween—we countdown to Halloween with a spooky story @4pm the 13 days before All Hallow’s Eve.

Breakfast With Santa November 24 and December 22

Christmas Countdown with Stories 4pm November 24-December 22

*Find more information about programs at rosenberg-library.org on the Events calendar
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Dickinson Public Library is introducing a Crafting Corner, which will take place the 2nd Thursday of each month, and a Coloring Corner, every 4th Thursday. Join us to create a fun craft or to have a relaxing hour of coloring that you can take home and enjoy! Participants under the age of 13 are welcome, but require adult supervision. For more information, contact us at 281-534-3812 or visit us online at www.dickinsonpubliclibrary.org 
Craft and Coloring Events at Dickinson Public Library
Teens Learn Coding at Dickinson Public Library
Dickinson Public Library patrons were entertained during their 2018 Summer Reading Program by Magician Kirk Marsh. His without words all-out comedy, juggling, unconventional magic and outlandish audience participationaudiences howl in delight. was a spectacle for all ages and funny in all languages. It was also discovered that Kirk and Kathy Soehl, the Children’s Director, grew up in the same city in Iowa. They had a great time reminiscing about their childhoods. 
Magician Kirk Marsh
Dickinson teens had the opportunity to learn coding skills during the summer. Dickinson Public Library’s IT/Youth Librarian Sam Torrez taught teens how to code with Prenda software, a subscription based software program that allows teens to learn programming language.  Participants were able to create their own interactive games, stories and animations. The workshops were very popular and will be repeated this fall. For more details about Dickinson Public Library’s coding workshops, please contact Sam Torrez at 281-534-3812 or storrez@ci.dickinson.tx.us. 
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Above—photos of the repairs and renovations made at Hitchcock Public Library following damages from Hurricane Harvey 
Above—photos of the damage caused by Hurricane Harvey in August 2017 at Hitchcock Public Library 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall in August 2017. Hitchcock Library suffered water damage to the interior outer walls, shelving, a few computer workstations and had water damage on the exterior of the building. The repairs were completed by the end of March 2018. The children’s section was re-organized and new paint colors were chosen. The books that had to be removed from the outer wall shelving were placed in the conference room and patrons area. Once all of the damaged shelving was replaced and the books were re-shelved, the conference room was once again available for use. The main patrons area in the library was re-organized and the new computer workstations and chairs were assembled. The computer workstations and chairs were purchased with the Tocker Foundation Grant awarded in September 2017. By the beginning of April, we were able to re-open all areas of the library to the public once again. 
Hitchcock Library Recovers from Hurricane Harvey 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall in August 2017. 
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