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Galveston County Library System
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Galveston County Library System News

Page 2

Extension Services—Institutions Served
1. Ashton Parke Care Center - Texas City

20. High Island School - High Island

2. ABC-123 Daycare - Texas City

21. Just 4 Kids Childcare - Texas City

3. Atria - Friendswood

22. Kids Life Daycare - La Marque

4. Bacliff Community Center - Bacliff

23. The Lakes at Texas City - Texas City

5. Bayou Pines Care Center - La Marque

24. Lake Haven - Kemah

6. Baywind Village - League City

25. Libbie’s Place - Galveston

7. Bedford - Friendswood

26. Mansions at Moses Lake - Texas City

8. Brookdale - Friendswood

27. Meridian - Galveston

9. Building Blocks Academy - La Marque

28. Moody Early Childhood - Galveston

10. Busy Body Childcare - La Marque

29. Oceanview - Texas City

11. Chance 2 Grow Childcare - Galveston

30. Regent Care - League City

12. Children’s Coalition - Galveston

31. The Resort - Texas City

13. Concord Assisted Living - Galveston

32. Resource and Crisis Center - Galveston

14. Crenshaw Elementary School - Port Bolivar

33. Rio at Mainland Center - La Marque

15. Friendship Haven - Friendswood

34. Seabreeze Nursing - Texas City

16. Genevieve Miller Hitchcock Public Library - Hitchcock

35. Grandma’s Childcare - Galveston

17. Guiding Light Academy - Galveston

36. Village on the Park - Friendswood

18. Gulf Health Care - Galveston

37. Ziegler Headstart - Galveston

19. Heaven Sent Childcare - Galveston
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Dickinson Public Library
Look what Dickinson Public Library has been up to!
As part of the library’s Savvy STREAMers Program, we held a robotic car activity. The children were shown how to utilize the littleBits and make their own robotic car. They were then challenged to drive their creation through the racecourse. We hold littleBits Makerspace programs every 2nd Saturday and 3rd Monday. Call the Dickinson Public Library
at (281) 534-3812 to sign up.

Holiday Fun
Dickinson Public Library hosted Santa in December. Santa took some time out of his busy schedule
to come out to the library and read to our community families. The children all had a chance to spend
some quality time with Santa and each child received a special gift from his bag.
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Fire Prevention Week at Dickinson Public Library
The Dickinson Volunteer Fire Department came out to the library to give a lesson on fire safety. The children were given
the opportunity to put out a real fire with the fire hose. Kathy Soehl has coordinated this event for our Storytime children
each year to help promote fire safety in our community.

Literacy Night
Julianne Lane and Kathy Soehl attended Barber Middle
School ‘s Literacy Night on February 19th. Dickinson Public Library provided an opportunity for parents and children
to sign up for a library card and to learn about programming the library has to offer. Dickinson Public Library is
committed to providing early and adult literacy programming to the Dickinson and Galveston County community.

Right: Julianne Lane, Library Director; and Kathy Soehl,
Assistant Director and Children’s Librarian

May the Fourth Be With You: A Star Wars Celebration at Friendswood Library
The Friendswood Library, in partnership with the Friends
of the Library, will host a Star Wars Celebration on May
4th from 10am – 7pm. The celebration will include Star
Wars movies, Character photo ops, Costume Contest,
Light Saber Battle, Crafts and Games, and a Star Wars
Cantina. A preview event for Friends of the Library
members will be held Friday, May 3rd at 6pm with a Star
Wars movie, Character photo ops, and refreshments.
You can become a member of the Friends of Friendswood Library for as low as $10 per year for an individual
membership. For more information contact Friendswood
Library at (281) 482-7135.
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Galveston County Library System
Friendswood Public Library
416 S. Friendswood Drive
Friendswood, TX 77546
www.friendswood.lib.tx.us
(281) 482-7135
Mon-Thurs 10 am to 9 pm
Fri, Sat 10 am to 6 pm
Closed Sunday

Dickinson Public Library
4411 Highway 3
Dickinson, TX 77539
www.dickinsonpubliclibrary.org
(281) 534-3812
Mon, Wed, Fri 10 am to 5 pm
Tue, Thurs 10 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 2 pm
Closed Sunday

League City Public Library
Helen Hall Library
100 West Walker
League City, TX 77573
www.leaguecitylibrary.org
(281) 554-1111
Mon-Thurs 10 am to 9 pm
Fri, Sat 10 am to 6 pm
Sun 1 pm to 5 pm

Moore Memorial Library
1701 9th Avenue N.
Texas City, TX 77590
www.texascity-library.org
(409) 643-5979
Mon-Wed 9 am to 9 pm
Thurs, Fri 9 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 4 pm
Closed Sunday

Hitchcock Public Library
Genevieve Miller Library
8005 Barry Street
Hitchcock, TX 77563
www.hitchcockpubliclibrary.org
(409) 986-7814
Tue, Wed & Fri 10 am to 5 pm
Thurs 10 am to 6 pm
Sat 10 am to 3 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

La Marque Public Library
1011 Bayou Road
La Marque, TX 77568
www.lamarquelibrary.org
(409) 938-9270
Tue, Wed 10 am to 6 pm
Thurs 10 am to 7 pm
Fri, Sat 9 am to 4 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

Rosenberg Library
2310 Sealy Street
Galveston, TX 77550-2220
www.rosenberg-library.org
(409) 763-8854
Mon-Thurs 9 am to 9 pm
Fri, Sat 9 am to 6 pm
Closed Sunday

Santa Fe Public Library
Mae Bruce Library
13302 6th Street
Santa Fe, TX 77510
www.maebrucelibrary.org
(409) 925-5540
Mon-Wed, Fri 10 am to 6 pm
Thurs 12 to 8 pm
Sat 10 am to 1:30 pm
Closed Sunday

Galveston & Texas History Center
Tues—Sat 9 am to 6 pm
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Dungeons & Dragons - Tabletop RPGs
In case you haven’t heard - tabletop role-playing games (RPGs)
such as Dungeons and Dragons (D&D), have been a HUGE hit at
the Rosenberg Library and in many libraries nationwide. Between
podcasts like The Adventure Zone popularizing them, Stranger
Things featuring them, and the ease with which one can play, teens
both recognize the activity and engage in it in a way that I haven’t
seen them do with other library programs. Recently, I’ve had a couple of new teens move to Galveston and when their parents brought
them in to the library, they saw a teen flyer featuring D&D. The
teens instantly decided the library is awesome (I heard them say
so!).
Starting off with group character creation, offering occasional “How
to Play D&D” programs, and encouraging teens to come and watch
a session even if they don’t play that day has worked well to get
teens to try out something new that they may have always wanted
to try, or had never considered before!
Having separate summer and school year campaigns has worked
well. Summer campaigns mean that visiting teens don’t feel lost in
a long-running campaign, and vacationing teens don’t miss out on
too much. While having a teen volunteer act as a second DM has
worked fairly well for our group, you will need an alternative plan if
you don’t have an experienced teen volunteer or for when they can’t
show up. There are tabletop RPG systems that can possibly accommodate more than six players, and we will be trying this as a
potential solution with the ‘end of the world’ scenarios.
Having teens sign up for the program up to two hours ahead of time
for the summer RPG sessions was not a perfect solution, and only
being able to have six teens play at a time left a lot of people wanting to play but instead acting as an audience. The teen volunteer
that has experience in DMing may also not be available this summer, so a potential solution devised by the teens will be implemented. The teens will create a character with a partner at the beginning of the summer, and if both teens are present for that day’s session they will quickly and quietly discuss what their character would
do in a situation when action opportunities arise. If they have opposing ideas on what their character will do and can’t agree on
something, they will roll dice against each other and the higher die
roll will win that ‘action’. The number of characters will still be limited to 6, but the number of players will be closer to 12. If more
than 12 teens show up for the program, it will be randomized by die
roll which teens will be playing that day. This may create a bit more
chaos and noise, but you tend to get used to that after a while!
While three hours for each program may seem like a lot, it’s fairly
necessary to get the story to move along, and inexperienced players may need time to think things through. Since it is such a long
program, I’ve also found that snacks and soda are essential!
They’re a hallmark of any good, friendly D&D campaign, and teens
always appreciate food and drinks. Also, make sure to lay down

appropriate ground rules for behavior and what sorts of
topics may come up and which ones are off limits. Doing
this has ensured that teens are aware that this is still a
library program where the feelings and identities of their
fellow players need to be respected.
In the end, this style of program has by far become our
most well attended teen event with regular attendance of
10 to 15 every single week. Teens have learned how to
work together to accomplish goals, met new friends, and
are seizing the opportunity to interact with each other
through the lens of a character they’ve created. This gives
them the chance to see different perspectives and interact
socially when they otherwise may be hesitant to do so.
Home school teens, of which we have many, get a lot of
social interaction through programs like these, and it helps
unleash teens’ creativity in character design and problem
solving. Teens regularly tell me how much fun it’s been,
and many of them are working on writing their own campaigns and creating their own worlds in their free time outside of the library! While it does require a significant time
investment every week, it’s absolutely worth it when you
see just how much fun they have every single night.
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Exciting New Adult Programming at Rosenberg Library
Following an extraordinary 2018 Adult Summer Reading Program, the Rosenberg
Library is continuing to expand its adult programming calendar with both reoccurring
and exciting showcase events! Summer Reading Program favorites like Adult Trivia
Night and Adult Board Game nights remain as monthly opportunities for evening fun,
and quarterly crafts with Galveston local artist Annette Kinslow are promised throughout the year. This year’s 2019 Galveston Reads events have been a great success as
we celebrate and discuss Dr. Rachel Pearson’s book, No Apparent Distress - an extraordinary account of the medical system from a young medical student’s perspective
that focuses on Galveston’s own UTMB and St. Vincent’s Student Clinic. Additionally,
one-of-a-kind events from artists, like a performance by South African Kora Harp player Sean Gaskell, in January, and an Edgar Allan Poe Poetry reading by renowned
impersonator Robert Frank, have packed the Wortham Auditorium. As we move into
spring, there are many great performances ahead including poetry readings by Galveston’s Rosa Morgan and Jim Boone, along with our exciting Galveston Reads finale
(a visit from our 2019 author, Dr. Pearson, March 18th). Opportunities to expand your
mind, and protect your pocket books, are promised with meditation classes (April 11 th and 20th) and New Home Buyers’
seminars throughout March and early April. As we forge ahead through a great 2019, another Adult Summer Reading
program is already in the works with great prizes, raffle tickets and events guaranteed to ensure that Summer Reading
at the Rosenberg is a blast for all ages!

Improvements and Other Good News from Helen Hall Library
Circulation Services


Use of SMS notifications for library holds and due date notices is now open to all library patrons. There are 120 current participants.



Samantha Esparza moved from Adult Services to Circulation on December 26th.



Over 170 applicants applied for the full-time Circulation Clerk position that was made available with the FY 2019
budget. Brenda Serrato was promoted from part-time to full-time Circulation Clerk to fill the position. Della Shorman
was hired to fill the position left vacant with the promotion of Kathryn Rose to Technical Services Clerk. The parttime position left vacant with the promotion of Brenda Serrato to full-time was posted and closed. There were over
130 applicants and interviews will begin soon.



LibAnswers was launched in January and library staff is happy to offer this additional way to improve services to patrons.

Technical Services


Technical Services Librarian Meredith Layton hybridized nearly 15,000 bibliographic records in her on-going effort to
update and clean-up the library’s bibliographic database.



Circulation Clerk Kathryn Rose was selected for the new Technical Services Clerk position that was made available
with the FY 2019 budget. Kathryn’s start date was Monday, February 4.

Access Services
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Listen to THIS!
Moore Memorial Public Library is happy to announce a new addition to our digital library:
audiobooks. Moore Memorial Public Library cardholders will now be able to stream audiobooks through the Libby App via Overdrive! Now you can listen to books on your phone
or tablet while you’re out for a jog at the park or during your morning commute. We know
that not all audiobooks are made on CDs anymore, so we hope to broaden our listening
materials by offering users the chance to stream books using their smart devices. We
also welcome requests for specific audiobooks. If you already use OverDrive, searching
for audiobooks will be exactly the same as searching for e-books. And for new users interested in streaming audiobooks, getting an OverDrive account is a breeze with your
library card! If you have any questions about streaming e-audiobooks as they become
available, or questions about getting started with the Libby App, please visit us at 1701
9th Avenue North in Texas City, or call us at (409) 643-5977.

New Listening Station and Records at Friendswood Library
The Friendswood Library recently added record albums to their music
holdings with records in all genres and music ranging from the early 19th
century to some of the latest releases. Patrons can check out two records at a time for up to three weeks. The Friendswood Library also
added a listening station with an audiotechnica record player,
a new cd player, and
Sennheiser headphones for top quality
music listening.

Public Services at Helen Hall Library
The English Conversation class has continued to grow and welcome new students from a variety of countries, such as Bolivia, Venezuela, Nepal, Egypt, Iran and China. A new volunteer has joined the class from the community—a young woman
who moved to the area from Louisiana. She continues to help teach the class and also fills in when the Public Services Librarian is unable to attend. The class held a holiday party in December, and students were encouraged to bring dishes that
represented their countries, along with family members. During the celebration, the students enjoyed the different dishes
that were prepared and they played games. Small gifts were given by
the teachers and conversation—always an important part of the
class—was enjoyed.

The English Conversation class is still open for new students of any
level to attend. The class operates on a continuous type of basis, so
anyone can join at any time. The class meets on Monday nights from
6:30 to 7:30pm. and on Wednesday mornings from 10:30am to 11:30
or noon. From time to time, the Public Services Librarian meets oneon-one with individual students, depending on need. For more infor-
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Tween Programming Expanded at Helen Hall Library
Last year, tween-specific programming was implemented in order to serve an area of the population that is in-be”tween”
children’s and adult services. Tween Writer’s Club has expanded to meeting twice a month with upwards of 20 participants per meeting. Tween writers are shown skills and tips and engage in collegial discussion with their peers.
Tweens programming has also expanded to offer Chess for Tweens and Backgammon and Other Games for Tweens.
Participants can learn to play these original brain-games, expand on present skills, or challenge a children’s librarian to a
match. These two programs started on select days but will now alternate on Wednesday evenings.

Teen Services
We’ve had several new programs for the fall and spring! We had a fall Teen Late Night Program,
which is hosted after library hours so that the teens can utilize the entire library. It was the library’s first Teen Late Night for Sardines, and the teens had a blast hiding all over the library.
Other new programs were Snark Tank and Teen Book Club. Snark Tank was where teens
watched movies to make fun of and critique them. The Teen Book Club was a spring program
where teens choose the books they want to read based on selected themes. Teen Service Nights
were another new program that offered teens more opportunities to volunteer at the library in a
group setting and had a total of 50 attendees since September. Lastly, the Participation Prizes
Program was a passive program to encourage program attendance. Every time teens opted to
sign in for a program, they were entered for a chance to win the participation prize of the month.
This program had a total of 55 participants.

Ongoing programs that retain popularity are Game On and Teen Anime Club. Since September, Game On had 37 attendees. Teens play board games, card games, video games, and draw. We play a group game of Four Corners at the
end of each program that the teens always look forward to! Since September, Teen Anime Club had 51 attendees. Teens
love discussing the shows and singing along with theme songs. At the end of each program, the teens are always excited
and interested in what we will watch and talk about next time.
Another ongoing program that continues in popularity is
Teen Advisory Board. Since September, Teen Advisory
Board had 81 attendees. Teens participate in planning
teen activities, assisting with special library events, making decorations for the teen area and more. In November, the teens decorated the Teen Room with chalk
paint. At the first February meeting, the teens wrote valentines for their favorite books so they could be displayed in the Teen Room.
For more information about any of these programs, call
Helen Hall Library at (281) 554-1111. The library is located at 100 West Walker in League City.
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Helen Hall Library Launches Facilities Needs Assessment
Several proposals for new buildings or branches have emerged since Jenny Brewer became City Librarian in 2015; however, none have been implemented due to uncertainty over the number, size, features, and locations of library facilities needed for the city’s anticipated growth. This is a common issue for any municipal facility, and League City has made professional Needs Assessments, carried out by qualified firms, as a way to ensure that all facilities are needed and used.
The library’s Needs Assessment was slated for FY2020, but the Library Board of Trustees advocated to have the timetable
advanced, with the result that the City’s FY2019-FY2023 Capital Improvement Plan included $90,000 to conduct a needs
assessment and feasibility study. A Request for Qualifications was published on October 8, 2018. Sealed bids for the project were publicly opened and read on October 25, 2018. In November, the Needs Assessment contract was awarded to
PGAL and 720 Design.
Since November, PGAL, 720 Design and library staff have participated in a series of community meetings, Library and City
staff meetings, a Town Hall and a presentation to a combined panel including the Board of Trustees, Friends Board and
several City Council members. A market segmentation study is in process, as well as a public survey.

The study is expected to conclude sometime in March, after which the consultants will present their findings, which are expected to include:


Functional Space Requirements: Description of size, location, and features of all facilities deemed necessary to
address current and future library service needs for entire population.



Additional Spaces to Consider: Draw upon analysis of global, regional, and local best practices, trends and
concerns in public libraries; as well as upon benchmarking comparison against regional and comparable libraries,
aspirational libraries, state standards and state accreditation requirements; to specify potential and emergent
demands or needs for features and spaces beyond the scope of the library’s current facilities and services
footprint.



Recommendations: Use analysis of existing facility, functional space requirements and additional spaces considered to produce design or designs adequate to address the full range of needs assessed. Recommendations component to include the following elements for each recommended facility:

Storytimes Updated
Helen Hall Library offers two storytime programs, one for toddlers and one for
preschoolers, weekly on Mondays and Tuesdays.
From October 2018 to February 2019, Toddler Storytime has increased its attendance to over one hundred participants per week, compared to previous years’
statistics.
Both Toddler and Preschool Storytimes have been reformatted and updated to
draw in a bigger crowd, to diversify songs and stories, and to ensure that children
are actively participating in storytime.

Photo: Children practice gross motor skills during songs
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Children’s Services at Helen Hall Library
Chess & Backgammon Series for Children
The Children’s Department at Helen Hall Library added a new program
series for older children that started in January: Chess, Backgammon
and other board games. This series takes place on designated Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:00pm in the Library Theater.
These games are for children from the ages of 8 to 13 years. The
Chess program is capped at 10 participants due to availability of
boards, and Backgammon and other board games are open to all participants.
Ziba Cyrus, one of the Children’s Librarians, decided to add Chess and
Backgammon to engage children in strategic-type thinking games.
Mental activities help keep children’s minds sharp and fit—just as they
do with older adults. The library offers video game programming for teens and board games, as well, but the children who
fall in between younger ages and teen haven’t really had a board game opportunity. Chess and other such games have
been a popular pastime for kids in school clubs and at the library in different locations, so the Helen Hall Library is hoping
children here will take to it and continue to do so through the coming summer.

Interactive Displays
Children love seeing their work on display. For the display, children are
asked to write or draw their answer to a question or prompt on a pre-cut
form. They turn their work in to the librarian who then displays the work
for all to enjoy. This program kicked off with “Walter Hall” Turkey when
children wrote what they were thankful for on a feather. Children have
also produced holiday wishes and designed their own original snowflake.

Friendswood Library Annual Zakicon Anime Event held January 4 & 5
The Friendswood Library partnered with the Teen Advisory Group (TAG) to hold
their annual Zakicon Anime Event over the weekend of January 4 – 5. Over
one hundred and twenty teens and tweens filled the library for anime movies,
games, crafts, anime inspired snacks, and a costume contest, among other activities. Zakicon celebrates the films and anime of Studio Ghibli founder and
director Hayao Miyazaki. Films such as Spirited Away, My Neighbor Totoro,
and Kiki’s Delivery
Service are shown
throughout the two
day event held every
January. Participants
bring their own anime
inspired crafts for
sale in the Craft Fair
with food and drinks
in the library’s Café
area. TAG members help to plan, organize, and promote this
annual event. A fun time was had by all!
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Rosenberg Library Begins Construction on Phase VII Project
In December 2018, the Rosenberg Library started construction
on the long awaited Phase VII project. This project will include a
restoration of the gorgeous historic architecture of the 4th floor of
the building; a complete redesign and expansion of the museum
exhibit spaces in this area and a set of improvements that are
designed to make the two levels of the 4th floor of the library
more accessible to visitors with disabilities. As part of the
planned restoration of the historic architecture, a magnificent
leaded glass ceiling that was removed when the library building
was air conditioned in the early 1960’s will be recreated and installed in the ceiling of the newly renovated space.

Planned museum improvements will enable the library’s museum staff to organize a greater variety of museum exhibits. This
is especially important because of the size of the library’s extraordinary museum collection. The new museum configuration
and custom cases will also enable the library to safely exhibit
many items that have not previously been seen by visitors to the
library.

Left: Phase VII 4th floor restoration work in progress
Photographs by John Augelli

Rosenberg Library Celebrates Galveston Museum Day
Sponsored by the Galveston Island Convention and Visitors Bureau, Galveston’s first annual Museum Day was held on Saturday, January 26, 2019. Eleven area museums offered special visitor incentives, including discounted or free
admission, guided tours, and fun activities for people of all ages. Thousands of
local residents and out-of-town visitors participated in Museum Day.

More than 600 people visited the Rosenberg Library on Museum Day, and over
300 completed a scavenger hunt of the building and received library mugs or
pens. Galveston Museum Day was a great success and is slated to become an
annual event.
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Rosenberg Library Reorganizes Adult Collection
To better serve our patrons at Rosenberg Library, we
have embarked on a reorganization of the Adult collection. We started with the Large Print (LP) collection,
one of our most popular. We joined the New LP section
with the rest of LP, moved books off of the top and bottom shelves, and gave it more shelving space to grow.
By placing all LP books in one location, our LP patrons
now have an easier time browsing that collection. Reference was weeded heavily and moved from the prime
spot it had right in front of the Reference desk. This
allowed us to remove the DVD collection from 6 carousel-style display units and place it in the newly emptied
Reference shelves. The carousel units made it difficult
to browse and shelve DVDs. Also, the carousels were
located right next to “New” materials shelves, creating
patron crowding in the area. By moving DVDs onto wall
mounted shelving, we are able to really showcase this

popular collection. Patrons love how much easier it is to
browse, and shelvers now have an easier time putting
DVDs away. Oval display tables were purchased and
placed in the former DVD carousel area. Displays are
changed monthly. Other moves include Spanish materials now housed in their own, stand-alone shelving unit,
TV series are on display in a more attractive display
unit, and Oversized books are now shelved on the bottom shelf of the appropriate Non-Fiction area. So far,
patrons have been highly pleased with the changes,
comments are made to Reference staff almost daily.
Patrons are especially grateful to be able to browse the
DVD collection in one, continuous sweep instead of
struggling with the carousels and patron crowding. Future projects include the creation of an Adult Graphic
Novel area, recataloging of CDs, and continued deselection of unused materials.
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Storytimes at Moore Memorial Public Library
The Moore Memorial Public Library wants to tell you a
story! Every Tuesday and Wednesday we have storytimes for your tots and preschoolers to get them on
the road to being reading ready (and have oodles of
fun). January 8th-May 15th Toddlerific Storytimes are
Tuesdays at 10 AM for ages 1-3. Your tots will enjoy
stories, music, and rhymes, followed by bubbles and
play time! Preschool Storytimes are Wednesdays at
10am for children ages 3-5. We have specially designed programs to build core skills that teach core pre
-literacy skills!

Saturday Specials
The Moore Memorial Public Library Children’s Department is happy to announce a new Saturday afternoon program for
children ages 6-12. Much like our summer programs, the Saturday Specials will include fun activities and crafts to engage
children in creative learning opportunities while having TONS of fun! Saturday, March 23 rd at 2pm go fly a kite! We’ll be
learning about all types of kites and learning to make mini-kites that can be flown anywhere.
On Saturday, April 27th at 2pm we will have a cardboard challenge! Crown yourself King or Queen, build your own castle,
get armored up, or take yourself wherever your imagination carries you. We have all the supplies and several patterns,
you just need your brilliant brains!
Please call us at (409) 643-5966 if you have any questions. The Moore Memorial Public Library is located at 1701 9th Avenue North in Texas City.

The Teen Scene at Moore Memorial Public Library
Anime, snacks, board games, and a special program—here at the Moore Memorial Public
Library, teens ages 12-18 are never bored! We offer two monthly programs so teens can
relax with friends in time for the weekend.
The first, our Anime & Manga Club, meets every first Friday of the month at 4:30pm in the
Holland Meeting Room. Before streaming, teens can pick show ideas from our Anime
Streaming Catalog. After suggestions are announced, votes are tallied to see which show
comes out on top for the day. Then, the streaming can start. Or, teens can choose to pickup where they left off from any previous shows they’ve already selected. Either way, everyone can enjoy crystal, clear animation while having Pocky, chocolate panda cookies,
and punch.

Board Game Fridays happen every second Friday of the month at 4:30pm in the Holland
Meeting Room. This program offers interesting games like Ultimate Werewolf, King of
Tokyo, Fluxx, Attack on Titan, and more! When teens arrive, they can choose from a wide selection of games and start
playing. But for those that aren’t sure of what to pick, we offer a handy difficulty chart so players know what to expect. And
our Young Adult Librarian is always present to teach the rules of each game, to provide gaming advice, or to join in as an
extra competitor. From the casual gamer to the hardcore players, there’s something available for everyone.
And now, the Teen Scene will include a special, third monthly program! On
March 15th at 4:30pm in the Holland Meeting Room, teens will have the chance
to create, save, and share their own memes using our laptops. From there, we
plan to keep track of any suggestions and ideas for future programs. But until
these plans are fully realized, we’ll bring the fun for teens to enjoy! The Moore
Memorial Public Library is located at 1701 9th Avenue North in Texas City.
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The History Club
The League City Historical Society and Helen Hall Library teamed up to present The History Club, beginning in January.
The History Club has one speaker per month to discuss local history, Texas history, or American history topics that cover a
wide range of interests. For more information about any of these programs, contact
Helen Hall Library at (281) 554-1111.
Past and Upcoming History Club Topics
January 31st: The Warships at Seawolf Park
Local authors Col. Kelley Crooks and Mark Lardas, who have recently published
Warships at Seawolf Park, discussed the history of the attack submarine the USS
Cavalla and the destroyer escort the USS Stewart, which are part of the American
Undersea Warfare Center at Seawolf Park in Galveston.
February 28th: The Making of the Bryan Museum
A speaker from the Bryan Museum in Galveston discussed how the personal collection of J.P. Bryan, a successful Texas businessman, was turned into a museum that
houses one of the world's largest collections of Texas and the American West related artifacts.
March 28th: Texas Dance Hall Preservation
In 2008, Texas dance halls were named to the “Most Endangered” list by Preservation Texas. Since then, Texas Dance
Hall Preservation, a statewide nonprofit organization, has worked with dance hall owners across the state to help them
renovate halls and bring them back to life. Co-founder and past president Steph McDougal will talk about how dance halls
helped to shape Texas music and culture, and what TDHP is doing to support dance hall owners, bands, and two-step enthusiasts today.
April 25th: The Galveston Giant: The First African American World Heavyweight Boxing Champion
Heavyweight boxing champion and Galveston native Jack Johnson was one of the most famous African-Americans in the
world at the height of the Jim Crow era. Beyond his undisputed boxing prowess, Johnson's legacy had been tainted by a
racially motivated criminal conviction. Recent headlines speak of Johnson's posthumous Presidential pardon. Join 2015
Galveston County Citizen of the Year Sam Collins, III for the backstory on the life, career and legend of this man known as
the Galveston Giant.

May 30th: Juneteenth at the 1867 Settlement in Galveston County

Thursday Talks
League City resident and library patron Darren Ellisor, a pilot at Southwest Airlines who
successfully handled multiple major system malfunctions during SWA Flight 1380, came
to speak at Helen Hall Library on October 25 about his experiences. There were 48 attendees at this program. For more information about Thursday Talks or any of the other
programs offered at Helen Hall Library, call (281) 554-1111.

Photo: Pilot Darren Ellisor
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2018 Hitchcock Library Christmas Raffle and Open House
The Friends of the Library
Christmas Raffle started in October and the winners were
announced in December. Seven very nice prizes were raffled
off. The raffle raised $2,800
and all of the proceeds will go
toward the Children’s Summer
Reading program.

Hitchcock Library’s Open House brought the community together with fellowship and songs. The children
got a surprise visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus as well as a stuffed animal and a book give-a-way. The children also enjoyed face painting and a balloon artist. Our special guests were Officer Vivian with the Hitchcock Police Department, Eugenio with the Southeast Texas Poison Center and Allie, who played the Ukulele while Ilana sang for everyone.
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Rosenberg Library

Dissecting owl pellets in the Fox Room at the
Harry Potter Night of Wizardry.

Over 600 preschool children attend a
monthly Story Fair program with their
school groups.

Galveston County Youth Librarians
prepare for Summer 2019.
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Beginning Birding Workshop
Are you one of the millions of people who enjoy watching birds, and
would like to learn more about birding? Head to Moore Memorial Public
Library to join the flock!
On March 30 at 11:00am, we are fortunate to have Kristine Rivers from
the Galveston County Audubon Group presenting a program on Beginning Birding. Kristine is a certified Texas Master Naturalist and is very
active in the local birding community. In addition to learning about some
of the amazing birds that are common in our area, and getting some tips
for distinguishing between similar species, attendees will learn what to
wear while birding, and what supplies to bring along. The Moore Memorial Public Library is located at 1701 9th Avenue North in Texas City.

Bay History Brought Home
Moore Memorial Public Library welcomed local historian Melodey Hauch on March 12. She
led a program on the History of Virginia Point, Texas. Virginia Point began as a community in
the 1830s right off Galveston Bay where the Causeway begins today. The community’s location on the shore across the bay from Galveston Island led the community to be extremely important to Galveston County transportation in the years that followed, as well as during the Civil War. Also associated with this community are the Campbell, Parr, and Jones families, all of
which were covered in the presentation. The location of family cemeteries and current environmental preservation efforts in the area were also part of the program. If you have any questions about our local history programs, please call the Local History Librarian at (409) 9493007. The Moore Memorial Public Library is located at 1701 9th Avenue North in Texas City.

The Coryell Family, Lost in the 1900 Storm
The Coryell family was among hundreds of households that lost all or part
of their members in the 1900 Storm. The hurricane destroyed not only Galveston’s coastal wards but also much of the East End, where the Coryell
family lived at 919 Winnie. Its head, Joseph R. Coryell, worked in real estate. A widower, he was born in Ohio in October 1840 and evidently survived the cataclysm. His sons Joseph R. Coryell, Jr. (age 27) and H. C.
Coryell (age 18) were Texas natives who worked as clerks in local businesses. Daughter Patti Rose Coryell was born in Texas in July 1883. Joseph Coryell’s niece, Mary Lee Hawkins, also lived with the family. She
was 43 years old and a native of Missouri. For the past four years, the
Rosenberg Library has been compiling data about all known hurricane victims. The database will be uploaded for public access.

Devastation in the vicinity of 9th Street and
Winnie, Galveston, Texas, [September 1900].

Casey Edward Greene
Rosenberg Scholar
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Rosenberg Library Honors Volunteer for 19 Years of Service
Diane Donohoe began volunteering in the Rosenberg Library’s Special Collections Department in March 2000, after retiring from a rewarding career in
the legal profession. A passion for genealogical research led her to the Galveston and Texas History Center in the early 1980s. As an avid researcher,
she wanted to know more about her great grandfather, a French immigrant
who was the Galveston County causeway bridge tender during the 1900
Storm. As she walks through the Rosenberg she often thinks of her ancestors, the visits they made to the library and the events they attended there.

In 19 years (15,000+ hours), the work of volunteering in the library was
never boring for her. For eight years, Diane served as Membership Chairman on the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Rosenberg Library. In
the History Center, she chose projects to work on that she thought would
be most helpful to staff and patrons. She created a genealogical reference
guide, “Find Your Roots”, a directory of Rosenberg Library Trustees and
Directors from 1904 to the present, a finding aid to administrative policies
and Rosenberg Library Museum donations, and an inventory of 25,000 issues of historic newspapers, along with the newspaper microfilm collection.
She inventoried almost 1,000 architectural projects and handled the off-site
digitization of 19,000 drawings from the Raymond R. Rapp Architectural
Collection. Her work on the Rapp Collection was especially meaningful
since she met Mr. Rapp and discussed the collection with him. Diane assisted the GTHC Archivist with collecting the Rapp Collection from his office and
residence. For her, processing his collection was a way to honor Mr. Rapp’s
legacy.

Diane Donohoe in the Special Collections vault
with the two largest collections she processed,
the historic newspapers and the Raymond R.
Rapp architectural drawings (in the blue bags).

A native and current resident of Houston, Diane drives 66 miles round trip to the library twice a week. She has also gone
through three laptop computers! She does not see these as sacrifices though – volunteering with library staff, administration,
and patrons is extremely rewarding and allows her to use her research and organizational skills to help people. As a selfappointed volunteer docent, she really enjoys meeting and greeting the many patrons who visit the library and museum. Although Diane is moving out of state, she plans to continue working on her projects remotely. The Rosenberg Library has been a
fun place to volunteer and she will miss the visitors, staff and administration. Diane’s positivity and dedication are very much
appreciated. She has been a true Friend to the Rosenberg Library!

One-On-One Computer Classes
Do you have Computerphobia? Don’t let PCs psych you out! Moore Memorial Public
Library is here to get you started one-on-one! From March 1st- April 30th Moore Memorial
Public Library is giving One-on-One Computer Classes by appointment. You can take
ANY of our computer classes such as Basic Mouse, Basic Word, Basic Email, and way
more! We will have appointment times available Mondays-Fridays from 10am -12pm
and 2pm - 4pm . Call (409) 643-5979 for more information.
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La Marque Public Library

La Marque Library held its annual Fall Festival on October 25. Despite
mud from heavy rains the night before, the program was still a success.
Approximately 300 people of all ages enjoyed pumpkin painting, field
games, trunk or treating, face painting and a costume contest. We are
grateful to the Friends of La Marque Library, fellow City of La Marque
departments, administration, council members and community volunteers—including our neighbors at House of Interiors and Galveston
County Animal Alliance—who supported this event.

For the second year, La Marque Library hosted a Festive Fun
series on the first three Saturdays in December. Each afternoon, visitors participated in a holiday-themed craft activity.
They designed unique Christmas cards, made ornaments and
constructed no-sew snowmen. Total attendance for Festive
Fun was 107.
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La Marque Library Launches Cooking Club
On February 5, La Marque Library’s Cooking Club was launched. February’s featured
home cook was Rasha Nofal, an
avid library user originally from Jordan. Rasha showed the class how
to make a few quick, healthy Mediterranean dishes and shared samples with everyone present. There
were 12 people in attendance at
the program. We have more classes planned for the coming months
featuring different leaders and different types of foods.

Khambrel Foundation Promotes Kind Acts Every Day

One of the La Marque Public Library’s consistent community partners
for the past year has been the Khambrel Foundation. Part of the mission of Khambrel Foundation is encouraging individuals to promote
kind acts every day to make a positive change. In celebration of National Kindness Week, La Marque Library hosted a Kindness Rock
Painting Party. Participants decorated rocks with positive, inspirational sayings. The rocks will be spread around at public libraries, parks,
churches and businesses throughout La Marque and the surrounding
area.
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Hitchcock Library - Meet The Authors
We have been very busy inviting authors to Hitchcock Public Library to discuss and sign copies of books they have written.
Two previous authors who visited were Jan Johnson, who wrote Beyond the Beaten Path, Walking Historic Galveston and
Unforgettable Galveston Characters and Alice Hein Schiel, who wrote Nora Mae, a Remarkable Significant Person and Old
Yellowed Hat. We will welcome Colonel Kelley Crooks, USAF, Ret. and Mark Lardas on March 16 th and Jacqueline K.
Pope on March 30th.

Local Authors Hour Program at Helen Hall Library in League City

Frank Billingsley, chief meteorologist for KPRC Channel 2, presented his book
Swabbed & Found: An Adopted Man’s DNA Journey to Discover His Family Tree on
October 11 at Helen Hall Library. There were 38 in attendance.
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Blind

Date

…WITH A BOOK

Take a book home without knowing its title, or its author.
Go ahead … take a chance on love!
Staff at the Mae Bruce Library in Santa Fe went all out this
year for the month of February by encouraging patrons to
take a chance on a different author, or a different genre.
After selecting books, ranging from biographies to westerns, both fiction and non-fiction, young adult and adult,
staff covered and carefully decorated each book. A short
blurb from the book’s flap and a word about the genre
were the only descriptions of what was inside.

Patrons read the brief descriptions on the book wrappers
and chose one, or three, to take home, along with a ‘Rate
your date!’ bookmark. Peeking wasn’t allowed! After
checking the book(s) out, patrons unwrapped the book(s)
at their leisure to officially ‘meet your date.’ Readers were encouraged to give their ‘blind date’ a chance.
When finished, books were returned to the library along with the ‘Rate your date!’ bookmark. Of course, staff wanted to
hear all the details! How would you rate your date? (*I’m in love! *Meh or, *No Chemistry). Describe your date in one
word. Would you consider a second date with this author? (*Definitely! *Let’s just be friends or, *Not my type). A good
time was had by everyone. Most patrons were pleasantly surprised at their new found interests and excited about expanding their world of reading, whether it was with a new author or a new genre.
For more information on this and other programs at the Mae S. Bruce Library, call (409) 925-5540 or come by the library
at 13302 – 6th Street, Santa Fe.

Galveston County Library System
2310 Sealy Street
Galveston, TX 77550
(409) 763-8854 x121
Email: admin@rosenberg-library.org

Children’s Storytime at Dickinson Public Library
What do we do at Dickinson Public Library when it is raining out? Well, get out the bubbles of course! Dickinson
Public Library has Children’s Storytme every Monday and Wednesday at 10:00am. Children’s Storytime provides not only early literacy opportunities but also a bit of whimsical fun. For more information, call or stop by
the Dickinson Public Library at (281) 534-3812, located at 4411 Highway 3 in Dickinson.

