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Moore Memorial Library in Texas City is creating lovely Adult Take N' Make Craft Bags for each month 

this fall.  These all-in-one kits include all the supplies needed to create a fun, decorative craft. Our first 

craft for September was a lovely Katsumodo Flower. This kit in-

cluded illustrated directions and all the materials needed to make 

two colored paper flowers and two patterned origami paper flow-

ers. 

October kits will introduce basic paper weaving that can be used 

for decorations 

and bookmarks 

and these skills 

will later be used 

for a more com-

plex craft.   We’ll 

be showing off our 

own mad paper 

weaving skills dur-

ing Voter Registration Week with our Red, White, and 

Blue Banners decorating the Reference Desk. 

Take ‘N Make Crafts 
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Staying Connected to Seniors 

Prior to the pandemic, Moore Memorial Library in Texas City provided once a month programming at our 

City Senior Center as well as many of our assisted living centers.  Each month, we led a themed walk 

through memory lane with high quality images and an active discussion.  With our seniors on lockdown, 

we still wanted to keep them engaged in the community as well as let them know that we are definitely 

thinking about them.  With this in mind, we put together a senior flyer that we drop off at the assisted liv-

ing facilities each Friday.  Since most of these patrons do not get to see a lot of our fun content online, 

the front page normally provides fun pictures and blurbs about what has been going on at the library.  We 

include a page of themed nostalgia, a puzzle page usually with a joke corner, and a coloring page. 
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Staying Connected to Seniors…...continued from Page 1 

Dog Days of Summer 

Helen Hall Library in League City also lever-

aged social media to reach our younger patrons 

and their families. Starting after the Independ-

ence Day holiday, daily Instagram posts high-

lighted different materials that were either dog 

or summer themed. To encourage interaction 

with the children, and because the staff missed 

them dearly, the Library asked to be tagged in 

any photos shared in response to the Instagram 

posts. This program concluded on August 11 

with over 300 interactions! 

 

Coloring page….  Puzzle Page... 

Right: The Children’s Services Librarian reads 

Banjo, by Graham Salisbury, in front of Helen Hall 

Library. 
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2020 Summer Reading “Imagine Your Story” 

La Marque Library 

La Marque Library closed to the public on March 13. Staff used time during the early stages of the pandemic to weed the 

collection, reconfigure the layout of the building and complete online training. Weekly storytimes and other programs 

moved to an online format. Furniture and more than half of the public computers were removed to allow for appropriate 

distance between workstations. Another significant project was completed during this time: staff worked together to give 

the library’s interior a fresh coat of paint. 

The library has since re-opened on a limited basis for curbside pickup of circulating items, printing, scanning, fax ser-

vices and computer use by appointment. We are in the process of increasing online offerings with the addition of media 

streaming platform, Hoopla and circulating Wi-Fi hotspots and laptops. Tutor.com Learning Suite will be added this fall in 

an effort to support students and families transitioning to a 

homeschool environment. A fall-winter online reading program 

for all ages will be implemented beginning in October using the 

Reader Zone app.  

A scaled-down version of our annual Fall Festival is planned 

for October 29. It will include traditional trick-or-treating and a 

take-home Halloween craft kit.  

For more information, please contact the La Marque Public 

Library at 409-938-9270. 

Wow, what a summer!  COVID-19 brought many changes to programs offered by Genevieve Miller Hitchcock Public Li-

brary.  All children’s programs were held virtually.  This was definitely a learning experience for staff as well as patrons!  

We purchased a software program called Beanstack that allowed children to log book titles they read and that way they 

didn’t have to come into the library to pick up paper reading logs.  Parents were concerned about bringing their children 

to the library to check out materials.  Staff responded by offering curbside pickup.  Many parents decided that e-books 

for their children was the way to go.  In addition to summer reading, library staff also held craft and science experiments 

on Facebook.  Presenters and programs such as Mad Science; John O’Bryant, magician; Galveston Bay Foundation; 

and Houston’s Orbit were all virtual as well.   

COVID-19 Challenges at Hitchcock Library 

Just like everyone else during the pandemic, COVID-19 presented so many challenges for Hitchcock Library.  March 

was a month of many unknowns as the library had to close and staff worked from home.  As time went on, staff worked 

at the library two days a week. Then on June 2
nd

, the library opened to the public with limited hours Tuesday through 

Friday, with new safety rules in place.  Face masks are required and patrons have to hand sanitize before entering the 

patron area.  All furniture was removed from the patron area.  Computers were available and limited because of social 

distancing.  This schedule stayed in place until August 1
st
, when we resumed normal business hours with restrictions.  

Staff work very hard to keep the computers sanitized and covered after each use.  Areas such as the front desk and 

door handles are all sanitized as well.  The returned materials that have circulated are sanitized and held for 72 hours 

before being returned to the shelf to check-out again.  Curbside pickup has slowed and more patrons are visiting the 

library to check out materials.  We are all looking forward to 2021 and hope to be able to provide programs at the library 

once again. 
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When devising new ideas for library services during the time 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, the library team wanted to ac-

commodate the casual browser.  That is, the patron that 

came to the library without a specific title in mind.  We want-

ed to maintain the “surprise” element of finding an interest-

ing title on the shelf without stepping foot into the building. 

Thus the Library Grab Bag was created! 

To order a Grab Bag, the patron simply fills out a form 

online with their library card information, the amount of 

items they would like, and their reading preferences.  A 

knowledgeable staff member then hand-picks items off the 

shelf and schedules a pick-up time with the items delivered 

straight to the patron via Curbside Pick-up. 

In June, the program was extended to not only books but 

also audiobooks, CDs, and DVDs from the Rosenberg Li-

brary collection.  Enthusiasm has been high for this service 

with over one hundred grab bags requested through Adult 

Services.  Several patrons have requested multiple bags 

and we’ve received positive feedback for the service.  In 

fact, the Library Grab Bag service is so popular that librari-

ans from other states have reached out to us for more infor-

mation about the program so they could also implement the 

service at their libraries. 

In these times of uncertainty, it’s important for libraries to 

provide a sense of comfort and familiarity.  The Rosenberg 

Library strives to accomplish this by appealing to all of our 

different types of patrons, including our casual browsers. 

Rosenberg Library Adult Services Programs 

With the COVID-19 pandemic impacting readers of all ages, the Ros-

enberg Library Adult Services department has evolved to offer digital 

programs to help keep our communities informed, entertained, and 

focused on their own mental and spiritual wellness. Our Adult Multi 

Genre Book Club has transitioned to Zoom, and has sparked a lot of 

great book talks, all thanks to our insightful and passionate readers! 

Additionally, our quarterly crafts with Galveston Local Artist Annette 

Kinslow (www.facebook.com/Annette-Kinslow-Wire-Wrap-Artist-

367326609424/) have become monthly, and crafty participants have 

created wire-wrapped bracelets, heart earrings, and stunning pen-

dants.  Our Adult Anime club, still new when 2020 began, is also 

meeting twice monthly via Discord.com where we can watch anime, 

discuss manga, and participate in great anime trivia. 

 

Programming has expanded to include courses designed to promote 

self-care during these interesting times. Daya Sharma, a long time 

meditator and teacher, has been generously offering monthly Medita-

tion classes, each with its own unique topics and goals, but all de-

signed to give participants a basic understanding of Jyoti meditation. The Library is also pairing up with Megan of Barefoot 

Girl Yoga (barefoot-girl-yoga.weebly.com/) for our first Zoom Yoga Basics class on October 7th @ 10am. Email awel-

born@rosenberg-libary.org to register for any of our great online Adult programs! 

Rosenberg Library Offers Grab Bags to Go 
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New Outreach Services at Friendswood Library 

Friendswood Library continues to provide needed services 

during the pandemic.  These new and modified areas of 

service include Neighborhood Storytimes, Home Delivery, 

the provision of Mobile Internet Hotspots, and Online Train-

ing through Zoom and other communication platforms.  

Along with these new services, the Friendswood Library’s 

drive through window remains a popular way for pa-

trons to get their books, movies, and music with library staff 

assisting between 100 and 200 vehicles per day.   

The library’s youth services department is busy filling book 

bags for children based on ages, interest and populari-

ty.  Parents can request book bags from the library and 

pick them up at the library’s drive through window. 

The Friendswood Library’s Community Room has been 

converted into a computer lab for assistance with job 

search, student research, computer applications, print-

ing, scanning, fax, and other computer, Internet, and Wi-Fi 

services. 

Youth Services Librarian Christina Hicks and Brenda 

Feaster recently began traveling to Friendswood neighbor-

hoods to host socially distanced outdoor storytime ses-

sions for toddlers and preschool-age children. These 

outdoor sessions are complete with songs, stories, and 

puppets.  Six Friendswood neighborhoods were scheduled 

for visits in September with more coming in the month of 

October. Many of our youngest patrons were excited to see 

Ms. Christina and Ms. Brenda, almost as excited as our 

librarians were to see them! 

The Friendswood Library Reference Department has also 

begun a once-a-week home delivery of library materials 

for those people vulnerable to complications should they 

contract coronavirus. Individuals in the Friendswood com-

munity that could benefit from this delivery service can con-

tact the Friendswood Library at 281-482-7135.  

Friendswood Library also recently purchased 11 Internet 

hotspots that can be checked out from the library to 

assist patrons in special need of Internet access such as 

students and job seekers. 

The library also con-

tinues to host many 

online programs 

and training ses-

sions via Zoom or 

Facebook Live in-

cluding Job Search 

Seminars, Sto-

rytimes, Crafts, and 

programs such as 

our Annual Ekphras-

tic Poetry Contest 

and Reading sched-

uled for October 3
rd

 

at 2 pm.  Twenty-six 

local, regional, and 

international poets 

selected by jury will 

read their poems at 

this Friendswood Library event.  A poetry anthology from 

the 2019 contest, Still the Waves Beat, is currently on sale 

at the Friends of the Friendswood Library online store 

found from the library’s website.  All proceeds go to sup-

port library programs and services. 

For more information contact Friendswood Library at 281-

482-7135 or visit us online at www.friendswood.lib.tx.us. 

Circulation staff Sutapa Chatterjee helps at the        

Ms. Christina and Ms. Brenda get ready for                  

Neighborhood Storytime. 

Friendswood Library Poetry      

Anthology on sale at Friends of 

http://www.facebook.com/Annette-Kinslow-Wire-Wrap-Artist-367326609424/
http://www.facebook.com/Annette-Kinslow-Wire-Wrap-Artist-367326609424/
http://barefoot-girl-yoga.weebly.com/
http://www.friendswood.lib.tx.us
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Genevieve Miller Hitchcock Public Library Building 

Celebrating 35 Years 

The Hitchcock Public Library celebrated 50 

years of service in January 2020.  Now we are 

celebrating 35 years of service in the library 

building.  The dream of building a new library 

started in 1979 and fundraising began!  The 

Friends of the Library were very busy holding 

bake sales, spaghetti dinners, raffles, shrimp 

dinners, chili suppers, and flea markets.  Ms. 

Genevieve Miller generously deeded the land 

that her home was on as the site for the new 

library building.  Many donations from private 

citizens, area foundations, and funding from 

grants all helped in reaching the goal.   

Loomis & Loomis, Inc., the builder/contractor, 

was hired and groundbreaking for the new building commenced Feb-

ruary 9, 1985.  The modern building was described as being 6,840 square feet, having a conference room big enough for 

programs along with a projection room, a janitor closet, and two closets for storage. Plans also included office space for 

staff, a children’s area, restrooms, and a spacious area for patrons to relax and read. 

The grand opening of the building was held September 21, 1985 to a debt free library!  All of the hard work, bake sales 

and spaghetti dinners had paid off and the dream had become a reality!  Hitchcock now has a beautiful library nestled 

amongst oak and pecan trees on the 3.5 acres where Ms. Genevieve Miller once lived. 

Genevieve Miller Hitchcock Public Library in 1985 

Genevieve Miller Hitchcock Public Library in 2020 
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This was the 15th year that the Dickinson Public 

Library has partnered with Dickinson ISD art 

teachers and Mrs. Margaret Carney to hold our 

Annual Bookmark Contest. Each year, children 

in kindergarten to 4th grade are able to partici-

pate by submitting a self-created bookmark that 

is judged, along with all of the other entries, and 

the winners are picked for publication. The li-

brary has copies of the winning bookmarks at 

the circulation desk for patrons to choose from to 

take one home! This year we were not able to 

honor our winners but I can say that Mrs. Car-

ney, the district art teachers, and our Children’s 

Librarian, Kathy Soehl, did a fantastic job in pick-

ing some great designs! So come on in and pick 

up one of these award-winning designed book-

marks! 

Dickinson Public Library is located at 4411  

Highway 3, Dickinson TX 77539, hours are M - F 

10 AM to 5 PM.  Telephone: 281-534-3812 
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From Closing, to Re-opening, to What’s Next... 

After being closed for 5 

½ weeks, the Mae S. 

Bruce Public Library in 

Santa Fe reopened to 

the public on April 27
th
 

with a number of pan-

demic related re-

strictions in place. 

Slowly, over the next 

months, restrictions 

became slightly less prohibitive and the library is now open 

per normal business hours. Patrons are happy to have the 

library open, even if it is in a slightly limited capacity. Wel-

come back everyone! 

Persons aged 10 years and older must wear a mask, use 

hand sanitizer (available in several locations around the li-

brary), and practice social distancing. Curbside Delivery is 

available to anyone, especially those with small children and 

those with health issues. Staff encourages Grab-n-Go for 

quick visits as there is no where to sit for any length of time. 

All children’s toys are being stored at this time and all chil-

dren’s iPads are closed down. Time spent in the library is 

roughly limited to 30 minutes or less. Tables and keyboards 

are sanitized after each use and ‘returned’ collection items 

are sanitized and quarantined as they are brought back to the 

library.  Computers, public fax, public copier, and wireless 

printing services are available. E-cards and digital books and 

magazines are available via the Libby app, Simply E, and 

Flipster. Interlibrary Loan services are again available with the 

return of normal Courier Services. ‘New’ books are arriving 

once again, and volunteers are welcome back at pre-

arranged times. Storytime-by-Appointment is available Mon-

day through Wednesday. Sadly, large group children’s pro-

grams are not being held inside at this time, and probably will 

not be for some time. 

There are a number of priorities for the future including re-

building connections with our public, supporting students and 

local businesses, offering mental health support, being a fac-

tor in fixing issues of race, homelessness, and immigration, 

offering STEM and STEAM programs which support the im-

portance of science, to name a few. However, the number 

one priority, of course, is keeping everyone as safe as possi-

ble while serving their information needs. Let us hope for a 

vaccine, soon. 

Many thanks to Santa Fe Mayor Jason Tabor, City Manager 

Glen Adams, and all City of Santa Fe Staff for their unwaver-

ing support of the Library during these difficult months. 

Harry Potter’s good 

friend, Dobby the 

House Elf, is all 

masked up and wel-

coming visitors to Mae 

Access Services at Helen Hall Library  

Even before Helen Hall Library in League City reopened, the Cir-

culation team has been at the forefront of and instrumental in the 

implementation of our COVID-19 protocols.  Circulation staff sani-

tize all returned materials, clean our high-touch surfaces and self-

check machines, and offer curbside services. Circulation has had 

two part-time vacancies since March 2020 due to circumstances 

caused by COVID-19.  Circulation Supervisor Kelsea Meza is now 

officially the Library’s Voter Registration Program Coordinator as 

filed with the Texas Secretary of State. 

The Technical Services workroom was renovated with the goal to 

improve the unit’s workflow and ability to more easily collaborate. 

The Technical Services team has been extremely helpful by get-

ting out on the public floor to assist with new safety protocols.  

Technical Services Librarian Meredith Layton completed a course 

from the University of Houston on contact tracing.  
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Galveston County Librar y System 

 

Friendswood Public Library 

416 S. Friendswood Drive 

Friendswood, TX 77546 

www.friendswood.lib.tx.us 

(281) 482-7135 
 
 
 
 

League City Public Library 

Helen Hall Library 

100 West Walker 

League City, TX 77573 

www.leaguecitylibrary.org 

(281) 554-1111 
 
 
 
 

Hitchcock Public Library 

Genevieve Miller Library 

8005 Barry Street 

Hitchcock, TX 77563 

www.hitchcockpubliclibrary.org 

(409) 986-7814 
 
 
 
 

Rosenberg Library 

2310 Sealy Street 

Galveston, TX 77550-2220 

www.rosenberg-library.org 

(409) 763-8854 

 

Galveston & Texas History Center 

Tues—Sat 9:00 a.m. to  5:45 p.m. 

Available by appointment only. 

 Please call (409) 763-8854, ext. 126  

to schedule your appointment today. 

 

Dickinson Public Library 

4411 Highway 3 

Dickinson, TX 77539 

www.dickinsonpubliclibrary.org 

(281) 534-3812 
 
 
 

*Moore Memorial Library 

1701 9th Avenue N. 

Texas City, TX 77590 

www.texascity-library.org 

(409) 643-5979 
 
 
 

La Marque Public Library 

1011 Bayou Road 

La Marque, TX 77568 

www.lamarquelibrary.org 

(409) 938-9270 

 

 

 

Santa Fe Public Library  

Mae Bruce Library 

13302 6th Street 

Santa Fe, TX 77510 

www.maebrucelibrary.org 

(409) 925-5540 

 

Please note: Hours of operation have changed and safety guidelines for each of the GCLS          

libraries are in place – please visit the websites for each library or call for additional details.  

Thank you. 
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This summer, the Helen Hall Library Adult Services Department presented four Create Your Own Journal virtual craft tuto-

rials, available on Facebook and the adult blog. Each 3 to 8-minute tutorial featured a demonstration and included printable 

instructions. A free craft kit, complete with most of the supplies needed to make one or all four different journals, was made 

available at the Adult Services Desk, in a durable, cloth tote bag. The Create Your Own Journal program was provided in 

conjunction with the summer reading program, Imagine Your Story, with the goal of inspiring patrons to explore their own 

tales. Participants had a great time crafting via this virtual format for the summer! 

  

Summer Adult Crafting at Helen Hall Library 
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Volunteer services at Helen Hall Library continue with new 

online opportunities and our regular programs, such as 

volunteer service nights, have been modified so partici-

pants can attend via Zoom or participate onsite at the Li-

brary.  In collaboration with our community partner organi-

zations and in service to our patrons and city, we orga-

nized a week-long campaign entitled “Operation Grab and 

Go.” The process began with a call to action for our volun-

teers to help put together pre-packaged kits.  Thanks to the 

dedication of volunteers and community partners such as 

the Galveston County Food Bank, Resource & Crisis Cen-

ter of Galveston, and Workforce Solutions, we were able to 

widen our reach.  Over 500 citizens came out to the Helen 

Hall Library for Operation Grab and Go and were provided 

with free COVID-19 resources such as masks, gloves, san-

itizer, and various other useful items.  The event, which 

took place from August 10 to August 14, was organized by 

Volunteer Coordinator London Lawrence and was staffed 

by library volunteers.  In addition to this, our volunteers 

also researched and developed COVID-19 resource bind-

ers especially for the Library and its patrons.  These bind-

ers provide a variety of assistance for those residing in the 

Galveston county area and can be found at both the Circu-

lation and Adult Services desks. 

Volunteer Services: “Operation Grab and Go” Campaign 

The Adult Services Department at Helen Hall Library  

added the Tablet Fun series for the 2020 Summer Read-

ing Program during the month of July.  Each week, a dif-

ferent activity was released on Facebook where partici-

pants could join by downloading a selected application 

onto their own tablet or smartphone.  The top-

ics included; “Painting,” where they were able to select a 

picture and start coloring; “Crossword/Anagram,” which 

involved finding and/or guessing different words; “Jigsaw 

Puzzles,” where participants could solve a more tradition-

al puzzle but online; and “Drawing,” which provided step-by-step instructions for learning how to draw different types of 

animals on paper.  During this first-time, all-virtual summer reading program, the tablet series gave attendees an entertain-

ing diversion while at home!  

Above: Volunteer Coordinator, London Lawrence, work-

Left: “Operation Grab and Go”, a week-long campaign in 

collaboration with community partner organizations 

Tablet Series for Adults 
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Helen Hall Library Repairs and Upgrades 

Helen Hall Library has completed 99% of all repairs and 

upgrades since the December 2019 leak. In addition to 

new carpeting, ceiling tiles and lighting, new shelves were 

purchased, and collections were moved and shifted to pro-

vide an improved layout. The Friends of Helen Hall Library 

generously donated $25,000 of their budget to fund the 

purchase of the new shelves. The Helen Hall Library staff, 

the City of League City Administration, and the City of 

League City Mayor and Council are extremely grateful for 

the Friends’ generosity. 

COVID-19 has played a major part in reshaping normalcy 

in our day-to-day lives. In order to work within these new 

parameters, the Helen Hall Library restructured much of its 

operating processes and found innovative ways to provide 

traditional services. 

Library staff disinfect all returned materials. All self-checks, 

online catalog computers, public computers, and other 

public workspaces are disinfected after each use. All but-

tons, doorknobs, and handles are disinfected each hour.  

Masks are required within the facility and temperature 

checks are required for both patrons and staff. 

We offer curbside pickup of held materials. This year’s Sum-

mer Reading Program was the first to be celebrated entirely 

online.  While we have reopened and plan to return to our pre-

COVID-19 operating hours by October 7, we continue to offer 

a variety of programs and volunteer opportunities with both 

online and in-person options.  Our goal is to continue meeting 

our users where they are, whether they feel comfortable re-

turning to face-to-face interactions or prefer our remote or con-

tact-free services. 

Some of the new shelves in the Children’s Services area of 

After repairs and upgrades were completed, we rearranged 
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Rosenberg Library Children’s Department 
 

Children’s Summer Reading Club: 944 participants, 238 trophies awarded,  698 t-shirts 

Keep Kids Reading: 462 gift books mailed to children 

Story Walks, Zoom Public Programs, Grab Bags, Social Media Posts, Book Displays,          

Literacy Tips, Costumed Characters Curbside Deliveries, Video Productions, Intro to   

Online Resources for 3 GISD Schools, Educational Pick-Up Activities, Book Advice 

Follow us on social media @RosenbergLibrary for the most            

up-to-date information during this fluid time.  
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Tea with the Teen Librarian 

After the Stay-Home Order was issued, Teen 

Services Librarian Sheldon Stevens at Helen 

Hall Library immediately began creating content 

so that teens could continue their connection 

with the Library. In a weekly video series, Tea 

with the Teen Librarian, teens could watch their 

librarian talk about books, resources, and more 

while enjoying a cup of tea. The videos have 

more than 2,000 views, and they can be viewed 

via Facebook. 

In addition to the videos, the Teen Blog offered 

a variety of online activities and resources. 

From suggested video series to free writing 

classes and book reviews with eBook links, we 

continued to evaluate and provide fun re-

sources for teens beyond the Library’s walls. 

Teen Summer Fun 

This summer at Helen Hall Library, Teen Programs were hosted through Zoom. Although some had to be restructured to 

abide by copyright laws and work with the technology, most of the teens’ favorite programs transitioned easily. The virtual 

programs were Teen Advisory Board (TAB), Teen Anime Club, Teen Writers Club, Game On, Magical Marathon, Legends 

& Lore, and Julian Franklin’s Magic Workshop. From June to August, there were 31 teen programs and 279 teens partici-

pated. 

Virtual alternatives gave us the opportunity to consider new programs that had never been done before. We offer Teen 

Late Nights many times throughout the year, but our virtual version was like no other. At Virtual Teen Late Night: Pandem-

ic Palooza, teens joined us after Library hours for self-quarantine shenanigans until midnight. The virtual setting made ex-

tending the program to midnight possible, and the teens requested that we continue having some future programs virtual-

ly. 

Our latest after-hours program offered teens the opportunity to connect with each other, play games, and more. 

As the Library has extended hours, we were 

also able to offer the Harry Potter Scavenger 

Hunt, an in-person and online hybrid. Guided 

by online puzzles, teens searched for items 

hidden throughout the Library. When teens 

solved a puzzle and found an item, it would 

give them the link and password to the next 

online puzzle. Three teens found every item 

and won, but many people participated, includ-

ing children and adults. The program garnered 

so much attention that we plan to host more 

hybrid programs in the future. 

For more information about our Teen Services, 

please visit https://bit.ly/HHLTeenServices. 

Teen Services Librarian Sheldon Stevens hosting Tea with the Teen 
Librarian. 
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In a world now full of technology, the Rosenberg Library is 

excited to showcase a team and department that do so 

much behind the scenes for our patrons and our Library 

staff. 

The Computer Lab is open from 9:30 am — 5:30 pm, Mon-

day — Saturday. Check out some of the services we offer 

on the 3rd floor of the Rosenberg Library: 

Computers are available for public use!  We also have a 

special workstation that has a scanner and Adobe Creative 

Suite. Have a laptop but no Internet at home?  We have two 

(2) laptop stations on the 3rd floor that are available on a 

first come, first serve basis. Each patron is allowed one (1) 

hour session per day.  Each station is sanitized after use. 

Reservations are strongly encouraged and can be made 

online at www.rosenberg-library.org or by calling the Com-

puter Lab staff at 409-763-8854, ext. 130.   

Print and fax services are also available. Print almost any 

document or file from your Internet-connected device to the 

Rosenberg Library's printers. 

You can also utilize the Rosenberg Library’s super-fast Wi-

Fi during your visit that is available throughout the building. 

Take Free Virtual Computer Classes!  We offer virtual cours-

es on how to use important Microsoft Office Programs like 

Excel, PowerPoint, Word, and Publisher. 

For additional information, please contact the Rosenberg 

Library’s Computer Lab at 409-763-8854, ext. 130 or send 

us an email at computerlab@rosenberg-library.org.      

Courtney, Alex, and Zach are ready to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosenberg Library’s Computer Lab 

Learn a New Skill for Free! 

Sign up to take free computer 

classes at the Rosenberg Li-

brary.  Virtual sessions on top-

ics such as Microsoft Word 

Basics, PowerPoint Basics, 

and Publisher Basics are all 

available.  Give us a call at  

409-763-8854, ext. 130 to reg-

ister for any of these classes.   

Right: Courtney Cundall 

with several posters that 

were created in the    

library’s Computer Lab.  

Left: Alex Norwood looks 

forward to assisting    

Rosenberg Library      

patrons! 

Left: Zach Nelson at 

one of the library’s 

laptop stations. 
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Summer Reading Program Success 

Enjoy a StoryWalk Today 

With the “Imagine Your Story” Summer Reading Program 

theme, the Children’s Services Department at Helen Hall 

Library had to imagine new ways to engage children while 

maintaining health and safety guidelines. Over 300 chil-

dren completed 515 reading logs, which meant children 

were reading, or being read to, for a total of 2,575 hours. 

Some of our online and virtual programs included Online 

Story Time, Virtual Wild Things Zoofari, and Arts Alive! 

The most popular program this summer was Julian Frank-

lin’s Season of Streaming where children were taught how 

to perform magic tricks and learned the science behind 

them.   

Right: Fairy Tale Fun, Arts Alive! had children using music 
and movement to journey through lands of giants and 
trolls. 

Gather up the kids and head on over to the Rosenberg Library or one of Galveston’s beautiful neighborhood parks to en-

joy a StoryWalk today.  A StoryWalk is a series of signs featuring sequential sections from a children’s picture book.  The 

signs are spread out along an outdoor space, allowing the reader to follow along by walking. 

 

Featured at the Rosenberg Library  -   Tailypo by Joanna Galdone 

Warning!! This classic favorite may be too frightening for some children.  Walk around 

the library at your own risk! 

 

 

Featured at Kempner Park  -  The Hallo-Wiener by Dav Pilkey 

The whole family will enjoy this hilarious story written by the author of Dog Man and Cap-

tain Underpants. 

 

 

Featured at Menard Park  -  Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson 

Discover if there is enough room on the witch’s broom as she picks up an assortment of 

friends along her way. 
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The History Club  - Helen Hall Library 

Local History Librarian Caris Brown ar-

ranged a Facebook Live event for The His-

tory Club on Monday June 22
nd

 from 5:00-

6:00 p.m.  Galveston Author Kimber Foun-

tain introduced her most recent book, 

The Maceos and The Free State of Galves-

ton: An Authorized History. Her book lifts 

the veil on the Maceo family's closely guard-

ed heritage and describes a history of illegal 

booze, gambling, fame, fortune, and glam-

our.  Ms. Fountain’s fascinating talk was 

well-received by the online audience of over 

a dozen people. The Virtual History Club, 

covering various local, Texas and American 

history topics will resume this Fall at 6:00-

7:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each 

month. Anyone interested in attending the 

upcoming ZOOM meetings can contact 

Caris Brown at 281-554-1105, 

or caris.brown@leaguecitytx.gov to regis-

ter.  

Older children were able to participate in Helen Hall Li-

brary’s Online Tween Writer’s Club to combat “summer 

slide” and expend some creativity! Prompts were posted 

every Thursday. Writers were challenged to respond to 

graphics and guiding questions or run with their own ide-

as.  Tweens were challenged to write about a creature 

that lives on a coastline. 

Galveston author Kimber Fountain 

Imagine Your Story 

Story Time went online, and the librarians at Helen Hall Library jumped in front of the cameras to do what they do best! 

The librarians filmed themselves singing, dancing, and using finger play to engage with viewers. What was the highlight of 

online story time? Books! Books! Books! Many publishers made concessions to copyright to allow libraries to read and 

reach out to children. Online story time was so well-received that the Library continues to offer it in addition to In-Person 

Story Time. 

Tween Writers Club 

mailto:caris.brown@leaguecitytx.gov
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COVID-19 posed many challenges to our library this spring and summer. With 

great determination the staff at the Dickinson Public Library created and imple-

mented new services, learned new technology to present the Summer Reading 

Program, and redesigned how we circulate materials to help our community 

through these difficult times during the pandemic. Below are some of the new 

ways we provided services to our community in Dickinson this summer. 
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Rosenberg Library staff recently made a remarkable discovery: an 

issue of the Galveston Tribune printed on the day of the 1900 Storm. 

This issue is among thousands of Tribune issues which belong to 

Rosenberg Library and are being digitized and uploaded by the Portal 

to Texas History at the University of North Texas. Previous, staff rec-

ognized the Anonymous Letter (22-0045), penned by a nurse at John 

Sealy Hospital, as the Library’s sole account of the hurricane as it 

happened. 

The Tribune issue evidently went to press during the early afternoon 

of that fateful Saturday. Excerpts from it speak of a storm in the Gulf 

of Mexico and the destructive wrought by its winds and waves.  

The storm which the weather bureau predicted came to town last 

night, ripping, snorting and raging… 

The wind is tearing through the rigging of the small boats of the mos-

quito fleet and they are performing the most unheard contortions…

The wharves…are not faring so well. The great waves are tearing and 

racing under the wood aprons and in many places are ripping up the 

great four-inch planks like they were houses of cards. 

 

ON THE GULF 

It is impossible to estimate the damage done by the 

storm. House after house along the beach front is be-

ing steadily undermined and at 7:30 o’clock this morn-

ing the first house was washed down… 

The condition of the midway defies description…The 

little booths themselves for the most part are still 

standing  but every wave drenches them from floor to 

ceiling and they have all been deserted by their occu-

pants… 

One of the aprons of the pagoda gave way at 10 

o’clock this morning, but the main building – though 

drenched by every wave – was standing like a rock. 

At the time of printing, the beachfront was still relatively 

intact. However, later that afternoon, the Pagoda Bath-

house fell into the Gulf of Mexico. The Midway, an assem-

blage of concession booths which occupied the beach line, 

also was destroyed.  

 

Casey Edward Greene 

Rosenberg Scholar 

HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT:  

The Galveston Tribune, Saturday, September 8, 1900 

Galveston harbor in the wake of the 1900 Storm 

(G-1771.2FF1-6). The Image is taken from a ste-

reo card. It shows wreckage and sailboats 

washed ashore. 

Unidentified persons seated and standing in front of the Pa-

goda Bathhouse, July 9, 1890. SC 62, Campbell-Fuller Fami-

ly Collection, Folder 70. The Pagodas lost in the 1900 Storm 

were built in 1887. They stood off the beach between 23
rd

 

and 24
th
 streets. An earlier iteration, built in 1883, was lost in 
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Dungeons & Dragons Maintains Popularity Among Teens 

Getting teens into the library and participating in programs 

can be difficult even in the best of times, but what do you do 

for them during a pandemic in the era of social distancing 

over the summer?  At the Rosenberg Library, we sat down 

and thought about what kind of programs would get them to 

stay engaged, involved, and interacting like they did before, 

and two ideas came to mind - Dungeons & Dragons and our 

ever-popular Anime Club! 

 

Dungeons & Dragons has been our most popular and well 

attended program physically, so it seemed natural that it 

could fit well into remote program plans.  There are virtual 

tabletop gaming services available, such as Roll20, where 

many of the tools (like character sheets, dice rolls, maps, 

etc.) are provided for you.  We combined playing Dungeons 

& Dragons on Roll20 with Discord, a voice/video/text service 

where you can create private servers and limit invitations 

and permissions.  This gave the teens a place to communi-

cate with each other in a virtual extension of the library with 

a regulated environment. 

 

We began running Dungeons & Dragons sessions twice per 

week in March from 2 pm to 5 pm.  While Teen Anime Club 

never really got the attendance it did when we met in per-

son, Dungeons & Dragons was a hit!  Our Monday sessions 

were often full, and our Wednesday sessions always had a 

couple of spots open if new teens wanted to join.  We ran 

through a free module called Lost Mines of Phandelver, alt-

hough we already had access to some Roll20 paid content 

that could then be used by the teens for more options during 

character creation. 

 

Over the summer we also ran our Teen Summer Reading 

Program via Beanstack but with fewer small prize distribu-

tions to reduce potential exposure.  Our big prizes, such as 

a new book on sign-up and raffle drawings for book sub-

scription boxes, continued to draw teens in, and we added a 

Teen Summer Reading Program completion prize in the 

form of a $25 gift card to local Galveston businesses.  Our 

summer reading program attendance was down overall, 

which shouldn’t surprise anyone, but teens were apprecia-

tive to have a completion prize this year as it gave them a 

lot of incentive to read at least 50 hours.  We’re looking for-

ward to next summer and doing all the great programs we 

had to skip this year! 

Now that teens are back in school - some remote, and some 

in person - we’re still doing two Dungeons & Dragons ses-

sions per week, but from 4 pm to 5:45 pm.  The jury’s still 

out on whether we’ll continue to have the same participation 

we did during the summer - screen burnout is real among 

teenagers, understandably - but hopefully Dungeons & 

Dragons continues to be a draw! 

 

For more information about these programs and other YA 

activities, please contact Dustan Archer with the Rosenberg 

Library at 409-763-8854, ext. 140 or send him an email at 

darcher@rosenberg-library.org. 
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Teen Take-It-Home Programs 

We miss our kids! The Moore Memorial Public Library is thrilled to 
announce Storytime for You! Our Children’s Department will begin 
offering in-person family story times in mid-October. Storytime for 
You will be available by appointment for a family group (one 
adult and up to 3 children) and will consist of a traditional sto-
ry time format (story, finger plays, music and a take home activity).  
We will have morning program time slots on both Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, for a total of six.  Appointments can be made up to 
two weeks before the program time. This is our way to offer a safe 
way for kids to keep up with pre-literacy skills during a time of re-

strictions and stress. Please call us at, (409) 643-5966 for more 

details. 

MMPL Begins In-Person Storytime with Storytime for You 

Despite the effects of 'new normal', the staff at Moore Me-

morial Public Library is hard at work to provide activities for 

patrons to do at home, and teenagers are no exception. 

From October through December, teens ages 12 - 18 can 

take home a monthly craft kit with many of the supplies in-

cluded. For October, teens can create their own Ping Pong 

Halloween Lanterns using a tea light, a ping-pong ball, pen-

cils, Sharpies, and their creativity. It's a great replacement 

to avoid the usual clean-up that comes with pumpkin carv-

ing. 

In November, lovers of Dungeons &  Dragons will have the 

chance to create their own colorful, paper dice garland. 

With the use of some polyhedral templates coupled with 

colored cardstock, scissors, and a ruler, teens can make 

their own customizable, D&D wall merch for their personal 

spaces.   

Lastly, teens wanting some winter decor will have an op-

portunity to create DIY sock snowmen. This simple yet fun 

project can be made with everyday objects around the 

house, including white tube socks, buttons, rice, rubber 

bands, and more.  

For more information about these upcoming Take-Home 

Kits for teens, please call the Moore Memorial Public Li-

brary at 409-643-5977. 

STORYTIME 

FOR YOU 

Super Smash Bros. Tournament 

So much has happened this year, but the Teen Programs 

at Helen Hall Library are still going strong! Our Super 

Smash Tournament returned in March, and the teens had 

a blast battling each other despite COVID-19. Teens 

cleaned the gaming controllers with disinfectant wipes and 

used hand sanitizer after every match. Bedrock City Comic 

Co. in Clear Lake generously donated awesome prizes for 

the first, second, and third place winners. 

Right: The Super Smash Bros. Tournament 2020 winners 
with their prizes. 
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Rosenberg Library Museum Spotlight:  

Bell from Mission Concepción  

Displayed on the second floor of Rosenberg’s Li-

brary historic east wing was a bell originally from 

Mission Concepción in San Antonio.  The bell 

was brought to Galveston during the 1870s and 

was donated to Rosenberg Library by the Texas 

Historical Society in 1931.  

 

On October 28, 1835, a pivotal campaign of the 

Texas Revolution took place in the city of San An-

tonio de Béxar (now San Antonio).  Mexican Gen-

eral Martín Perfecto de Cos ordered his troops to 

besiege San Antonio.  Texian soldiers led by 

Benjamin Rush Milam were camped within Mis-

sion Concepción, a stone church built by Francis-

can friars four years earlier.  After defending 

themselves against a series of attacks by the 

Mexican army, the Texians’ supply of ammunition 

was scarce.  Several of the Texas Volunteers of 

Capt. William Patton’s company decided to take 

two bells from Mission Concepción in hopes of 

melting and then molding them into bullets.  

 

The first bell was burned over a bed of hot mes-

quite coals, but the residue from the bell only pro-

duced useless dross (waste matter that forms of 

the surface of molten metal).  As a result, the 

plans for burning the second bell were aban-

doned.  Texas soldier Samuel Damon hid the 

second bell, and after the storming of the city and 

capture of General Cos, he returned to retrieve it.  

He took it to his home at Damon’s Mound (Fort 

Bend County) where he placed the bell in his sta-

ble for safe keeping.  In 1836, just before the Bat-

tle of San Jacinto, Santa Anna and his army 

moved cross-country from San Antonio to San 

Jacinto and set fire to Damon’s barn along the 

way.  The bell was overlooked and narrowly es-

caped recapture by the Mexicans. 

 

Shortly after the Texas Revolution, Damon pre-

sented the bell to his fellow soldier, David Ran-

don, who kept it at his plantation.  Randon later 

gave the bell to the Richmond Academy 

(Richmond, Texas) during the 1850s.  After the 

Civil War, the academy and the bell were ac-

quired by a wealthy civilian, William E. Kendall.  

Kendall converted the academy into a residence 

for his family, and through the help of Judge Wil-

liam P. Ballinger, the bell was donated to the Tex-

as Historical Society of Galveston in the 1870s. 

 

Around 1883, Dozier G. Herbert, secretary of the 

society, brought the bell to Galveston chemist J.J. 

Schott and requested that he clean and restore 

the fire-damaged relic.  It remained in Mr. 

Schott’s care for several years, with restoration 

completed in March 1888.  The Texas Historical 

Society maintained ownership of the bell until 

1931 when all of its holdings were donated to the 

Rosenberg Library by a unanimous vote of its 

members.  It has remained part of the library’s 

permanent museum collection since that time. 
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Bell from Mission Concepción, San Antonio, Texas. ca. 1831 

Mission Concepción [image courtesy of the National Park Service]  


