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“Bonnie, you are always so helpful

– what a great job you do. And, I’m grateful for
you going the extra way to save my bookmark,
then phoning to let me know about it.”
- PATRON

Bonnie Baker is part of the Reference staff.
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EXTENSION SERVICES
“Many thanks for

restarting the Rosenberg
Library Books on Loan
program here at the
Meridian. We love having
25 fresh, new large print
books delivered to us
each month; we put them
on a specially marked shelf so everyone can
find them.
It’s probably the favorite part of our library!
We really appreciate the time you spend in
choosing these books, bringing them here,
and then switching them out with new ones
each month.”
- MERIDIAN STAFF
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“Galveston Reads 2021 was

a great success! The programming season
featured a variety of events inspired from our
featured 2021 book, Where We Come From
by Oscar Cásares.
We hosted Cásares at Galveston College where he spoke
about his book and signed copies. For the first time
ever, traditional Mexican dances were performed in the
Wortham Auditorium by the Ballet Folklorico Herencia
Mexicana de Houston. Patrons had the opportunity to
decorate sugar skulls for Day of the Dead, and Galveston’s
own Kitchen Chick opened their doors for us to prepare
traditional family recipes with Chef Alicia Cahill and Sylvia
Cásares (the author’s sister).”
					 - Ash Welborn
ADULT SERVICES

“Despite the challenges faced

during the COVID-19 pandemic, Special Collections has continued to offer quality programs
to patrons. Held virtually, the Museum Book
Club hosted an event in November featuring
the book Juneteenth: The Story Behind the Celebration
along with author and speaker Ed Cotham. Feedback from
the audience was enthusiastic, with many eagerly asking
about a future Juneteenth museum on the island.
Special Collections gave away free copies of the book to
the 23 participants. In addition, members were introduced
to the new museum curator, Ivy Albright, who looks forward to planning future book club events.”
					
- Ivy Albright
and Sean McConnell
MUSEUM AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

COMPUTER USE

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

1,771 2,236
22,320

materials
processed or
added

4

collection
added

9,236
items
digitized

“Great credit goes to Sean McConnell

and the rest of the staff at the Rosenberg
Library who worked with University of North
Texas to digitize the Galveston Tribune, making it available on UNT’s Portal to Texas History.
The lonely man, written about here under “Stories of
the Street”, was my
2nd Great Grandfather James Sweeney
who ran a restaurant
at 22nd and Market.
My 2nd Great Grandmother Margaret
Jane Barlow died in
1891 when she was
33 and James died in
1901 when he was 54.
They are buried
together in the Cahill
Yard\Evergreen section of the Broadway
cemetaries.
At the time this article was published, my great-grandfather and his older
brother were attending school at St. Edwards High
School in Austin and their older sister was at Our Lady
of the Lake in San Antonio.
Within three days of finding this article online back in
April of this year, I discovered photographs of James
and Margaret Jane Sweeney while visiting my parents
in Galveston. They were in a box that sat in a frequently
used cabinet and yet had gone unoticed for decades
until then.”

- Brian Sweeney
PATRON
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