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4 GALVESTON COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM

provides funding for books, 
online services, audio/visual 
material, programs and 
extension services through 
its continued support of the 
Galveston County Library 
System.

THE GALVESTON 
COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
COURT

Mae S. Bruce Public Library
13302 6th Street
Santa Fe, TX 77510
maebrucelibrary.org
409.925.5540

Friendswood Public Library
416 S. Friendswood Dr.
Friendswood, TX 77546
friendswood.lib.tx.us
281.482.7135

Dickinson Public Library
4324 Highway 3
Dickinson, TX 77539
dickinsonpubliclibrary.org
281.534.3812

Genevieve Miller Hitchcock
Public Library
8005 Barry Street
Hitchcock, TX 77563
hitchcockpubliclibrary.org
409.986.7814

Moore Memorial Library
1701 9th Ave. N.
Texas City, TX 77590
texascity-library.org
409.643.5970

Rosenberg Library
2310 Sealy Street
Galveston, TX 77550
rosenberg-library.org
409.763.8854

Helen Hall Library
100 West Walker
League City, TX 77573
leaguecitylibrary.org
281.554.1111

La Marque Public Library
1011 Bayou Road
La Marque, TX
lamarquelibrary.org
409.938.9270



1 SUMMER READING AT DICKINSON
Dickinson Public Library started this 
year’s Summer Reading Program with 
a sweet storytime featuring books 
themed around ice cream! Dickinson 
Mayor Sean Skipwoth and City 
Manager Theo Melancon passed out 
ice cream and read stories to families.

Later in the summer, the magnificent 
John O’Bryant visited the library and 
shared some mystifying magic tricks 
to a packed house! His tricks never 
cease to amaze even the youngest of 
patrons!

At the end of the summer, the 
Dickinson Police Department, EMS, 
and Fire Department helped host an 
End of Summer Reading Carnival for 
the whole community. The turnout was 
fantastic, and everyone had a blast!

5

DICKINSON
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
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Tawnya Nappier, the Dickinson Public 
Library Cataloguing Librarian, was 
presented with the City of Dickinson’s 
S.H.I.N.E. Award in recognition of her 
dedication to the tenant of Nobility. 

This was the first year the awards were 
given out, so library staff is excited that 
she was selected as one of the top 
employees in the City of Dickinson.
Tawnya “S.H.I.N.Es”  at the Dickinson 
Public Library every day and strives 
to provide exceptional service to our 
community.

Dickinson Library Staff is proud of her 
hard work and dedication!

2 TAWNYA NAPPIER WINS S.H.I.N.E. AWARD

3 PETE THE CAT AND NEW 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN
Fictional storybook favorite, Pete 
the Cat, visited the Dickinson Public 
Library to help introduce Dickinson’s 
new Children’s Librarian, Brianna Long!

It was a fun morning of stories, songs, 
crafts, and cupcakes.
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4 PROGRAMMING FOR ALL AGES
The Summer Reading Program isn’t the only thing 
Dickinson Library offers! All year families enjoy 
storytimes, STEM and STREAM programs, book 
clubs, and more.  In June, one special event was 
Celebrate Diversity where the library celebrated 
how the community is unique and wonderful in 
every way.

Adults also enjoy programs throughout the year, 
including computer classes and cooking classes. 
One of the most popular events is the Adult 
Maker Night where participants learn how to 
create different types of crafts.

Dickinson Public Library strives to meet the 
needs of everyone who comes through the doors 
with fun programs that encourage literacy and 
creativity through technology and reading.
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1 SUMMER READING AT LA MARQUE
La Marque Public Library partnered 
with Salvation Army of Texas City to 
provide weekly literacy programs to 
summer camp students. At the end of 
the program, Youth Services Librarian 
Colleen Ragsdale delivered the special 
prize to students who read and listened 
to books throughout the summer: 
T-shirts! La Marque Public Library 
is continuing this partnership with 
Salvation Army and is now doing weekly 
book talks and storytime with after-
school students.

To end the summer, the library 
celebrated with a visit from Jim’s Jungle 
petting zoo! Visitors of all ages enjoyed 
interacting with goats, rabbits and other 
small animals.
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Over Memorial Day weekend,
La Marque Library had new carpet tiles 
installed throughout the building, giving the 
library a fresh, clean, uniform look. 

NEW CARPET!

BEFORE AFTER
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The La Marque Kindness Rocks program 
cultivates connections in our community 
and lifts others up. Visitors can come 
by the library and decorate their own 
rock to donate toward one of the display 
locations around town. Pictured is the 
rock garden outside the library in Feigle 
Park getting a fresh coat of paint from
Khambrel Foundation CEO and Parks 
Board Vice Chair, Tonia Griffin.

The Kindness Rocks community service 
project is sponsored by Khambrel 
Foundation in partnership with La Marque 
Public Library.

2 KINDNESS ROCKS



La Marque Library is excited to be working with Big Brothers
Big Sisters Gulf Coast on their Bridge to Potential program.
This quarterly program is an opportunity to learn more about
Big Brothers Big Sisters and to provide a fun, creative outlet for 
children and program volunteers in a relaxed environment. During 
this reporting period, the group decorated cookies, played board 
games, played outdoor games, made crafts, and read together. 
City of La Marque leaders also partnered in this venture.

Pictured are: Joe Campian, Mayor Pro-Tem, District B; Cesar 
Garcia, City Manager; Brittany Johnson, BBBS Community 
Outreach Coordinator; Keith Bell, Mayor and Amy Miller, Library 
Director.

10 LA MARQUE PUBLIC LIBRARY

4 BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
GULF COAST PARTNERSHIP



On Saturday, August 6, La Marque Library partnered with 
LULAC Mainland Council to host a Back-to-School Supply 
Drive. More than 100 new backpacks filled with supplies 
were given to students during the first hour of the event. 
Participants were also offered free, basic physicals and 
haircuts from area volunteers donating their services. City of 
La Marque Police Chief Randall Aragon provided an Active 
Shooter Training and discussed school safety with parents 
and students.
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5 BACK TO SCHOOL WITH LULAC MAINLAND



MOORE MEMORIAL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

1 FUN YOUNG ADULT ACTIVITIES
In-person teen programming is back at Moore Memorial Public 
Library! All programs start at 3:30 PM and are held in the Holland 
Meeting Room near the library’s entrance.

The first big program is the Anime & Manga Club, hosted on the 
first Friday of the month. Here, teens can provide suggestions 
for age-appropriate shows and enjoy authentic Japanese snacks 
(Pocky, Hello Panda cookies, and Hi-Chew to name a few). Teens 
have enjoyed watching Jujutsu Kaisen, Kaguya-sama: Love is 
War and the latest shows of the season using our premium 
Crunchyroll account.

The second program is the new and improved Board Game & 
JackBox Gaming Friday! Alongside new tabletop games such as 
Cards Against Humanity: Family-Friendly Edition, and Stratego: 
Lord of the Rings edition, Moore Memorial now has a Steam 
account for the JackBox gaming pack! With this account, teens 
can participate in digital games with specialized art centered 
on trivia, drawing, writing and hidden identity—all by using their 
personal smart devices! No smart device? No problem! The 
library offers tablets for newcomers wanting to participate.

Out of all the games, Cards Against Humanity: Family-Friendly 
Edition has been a big hit so far with teens.

For the third set of programs, Moore Memorial’s Young Adults 
Librarian is currently hosting various crafting programs and other 
games, like Blackout Poetry: a space-themed gaming session 
featuring Among Us, as well as spaceship and holiday themed 
crafts. Come January 2023, the revamped Dungeons & Dragons 
Club will return with easier character creation and pre-made 
campaigns to introduce players to the tabletop classic in a 
simpler fashion.

12 MOORE MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY



In November, the Friends of Moore Memorial 
Public Library will be holding a used book sale. 
Fiction and non-fiction books for all ages, as well 
as DVDs will be available for purchase.

Residents are welcome to donate lightly used 
books for the sale by calling 409.643.5975.

Among their fall events, Moore Memorial Public 
Library will also be hosting-health focused 
programming including health screenings in 
partnership with the Galveston County Health 
District. 
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2 BOOK SALE AND OTHER EVENTS
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1
BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS
AT MAE S. BRUCE LIBRARY

Mae S. Bruce is grateful to everyone who visited the library 
this year! In May, the library dedicated their new 2,000-foot 
expansion. Thanks to the wonderful donors: Mae S. Bruce, 
Mr. Bill Pittman and Family of BilMar Homes in honor of 
their mother Mrs. Fretta Belle Pittman, Mrs. Edith Vonciel 
Lambright, the Library Advisory Board, Friends of the Mae 
S. Bruce Library, Santa Fe Police Association, and all our 
individual friends, City Council, and Library Staff.
The library now has a new computer lab with ten 
computers, a conference room, two new study rooms, and a 
quiet reading room. 

Summer started off with a bang! There were more visitors 
this summer than any other since 2018.
June: 2,700
July: 2,250
August: 2,600

The Children’s Summer Reading Program was well 
attended; returning programs included Story Hours, Crafts, 
Glow in the Dark Party, Harry Potter Celebration, Scavenger 
Hunts, Ocean Science Experiments, Take Home and Make 
Crafts, Community Coloring Pages, and the Robotics 
Program. Santa Fe Mayor Mr. Bill Pittman started a chess 
club during the summer which will continue into the fall.

Going strong since 2004, the Journal Club returned this 
summer, which allows young adults to practice expressing 
themselves by writing and decorating a journal. Snacks and 
fun stationary supplies were provided. Teenagers were also 
encouraged to read through the new initiative, 100 Books by 
Graduation. Hopefully, this will help the city’s young adults 
find more books they enjoy!

MAE S. BRUCE
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
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2
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
AT MAE S. BRUCE



1 SUMMER READING AT HELEN HALL

HELEN HALL
LIBRARY
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Helen Hall Library was excited to start sign ups for the Oceans of 
Possibilities Summer Reading Program on May 24. By the end of 
May, 398 children were already signed up! Ultimately, 1,329 signed 
up for the two-month challenge. 156 teenagers participated, with 16 
of them winning fabulous prizes such as Texas Renaissance tickets, 
Bay Area Raceway play cards, and tickets to Schlitterbahn. 363 
adults also joined and won prizes each week. Grand prizes included 
an aquarium and a weekend getaway to the luxurious South Shore 
Harbour Resort.

The library also provided 89 meals this summer through Kidz Pacz. 
Around 800 participants attended programs between June and 
July. A special event, Our Elephant and Piggie Party, had 225 people 
participate.

Several unique programs were offered during the summer. 
FINtastic Fish, hosted by Texas Parks and Wildlife, allowed teens to 
get up close and personal with real fish specimens local to Galveston 
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. Wetland Wonderland, hosted by the 
Galveston Bay Foundation, taught teens how to dissect marsh plants, 
explained how pollution flows, and reviewed the types of wetlands 
around the bay region. At Under-the-Sea Trivia, teens teamed up to 
test their ocean-related knowledge for awesome prizes! Teen Late 
Night: Sea Monster Storytime was an after-hours program where 
teens enjoyed an ocean-themed pajama party with stories, songs, 
and a movie. Marine Masterpieces taught teens how to draw a 
manga-style mermaid and jellyfish paintings. Coastal Crafternoon 
gave teens the chance to create jellyfish lanterns and sea life Sharpie 
mugs.

The Ocean Star Oil Rig Museum gave a talk on the history of offshore 
rigs and the specialized equipment used to explore the hydrocarbon 
resources of the world. The curator of the Texas City Museum 
discussed the history of the “Terror of the Texas Coast” otherwise 
known as the USS Westfield. A member of The Jean Lafitte Society 
told the tale of “Jean Lafitte’s Pirate Crew” who remained in 
Galveston after Lafitte sailed away in 1820. As part of that event, 
the library was able to display a pirate’s spyglass that belonged to 
Lafitte’s favorite captain, and one of Texas City’s first settlers, James 
Campbell. While not related to the ocean theme, the League City 
Police Department’s forensic unit also held an event explaining how 
to work a crime scene.

Special thanks to the prize partners for the Summer Reading Program: Friends 
of the Helen Hall Library, Texas Renaissance Festival, Bay Area Raceway, 
Schlitterbahn, Scoop Craft Creamery, Chick-Fil-A, Chuy’s, Menchie’s, South Shore 
Harbour Resort! 



2 VOLUNTEER SERVICES
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This summer, the Volunteers of Helen Hall Library helped to bring 
safe, family friendly engagement to the citizens of League City 
by serving outside of library walls. More than a dozen volunteers 
worked craft booths and activity stations at events like the White 
Linen Night and Fireworks Extravaganza.

The volunteer program partners with area middle schools and 
high schools to offer ways for students of various clubs and 
organizations, such as National Junior Honor Society and 
National Honor Society, to meet their community service hour 
requirements. From March to September this year, more than 141 
students volunteered with Helen Hall Library, providing 1,700+ 
hours of service to the community. Amazingly, students came to 
volunteer from cities as far as Galveston, Shreveport, and beyond. 

During this same period, more than 60 adult volunteers served 
with Helen Hall, including local non-profit groups such as 
Clear Creek Republican Women and the Friends of Helen Hall.  
Together they served nearly 650 volunteer hours. They hosted 
and participated in such events as the annual Library Book Sale 
fundraiser and Neighborhood Pop-Up Storytime and assisted with 
or hosted in-house programs such as our Conversational English 
courses and The Great Book Club.

In total, these incredible volunteers gave 2,389 tracked hours of 
service through all the above-mentioned events and programs, 
as well as regular daily tasks like cleaning, straightening shelves, 
performing administrative tasks, craft and program preparation, 
assistance in Tech Services and circulation, and so much more.
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3 CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING
In March, Helen Hall Library Children’s department hosted 
daily programs during spring break. Staff did a wonderful job 
hosting 28-38 stuffed animals, donated by children, for Stuffie 
Camp and Stuffie Storytime. The library’s Spring has Sprung 
program had nearly 100 in attendance. Jump rope, chalk, and 
bubbles were all a big hit. The Children’s department also 
hosted a chicken egg hatching program in March. Brazoria 
County AgriLife hosted two programs at the end of the 21 
days with 137 participants. Seven chicks remained in the 
library for a week after the program! Additionally, Helen Hall 
Library received 25 CLEAR Crate STEAM activity kits for each 
educational level: Pre-K through 6th grade. Students were 
able to keep everything! There are plans to provide these kits 
continuously throughout the school year.

In the spring, Helen Hall Library was awarded the Family Place 
Grant from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 
The grant covers training sessions on childhood development, 
parenting collections, early literacy play area, and developing 
FPL parent/child workshops. The designation marks League 
City as the only official Family Place Library in Galveston 
County. 

As part of the new Family Place Library designation, a new 
parenting collection was added to the children’s section of the 
library. Items have also been purchased to create early literacy 
kits for younger children. Staff in charge of cataloging these 
kits attended a training session on the intricacies of cataloging 
kits so we can be prepared to get them to patrons as soon as 
possible.

The library also started a new, successful Special Needs Family 
Meet-up. 15 people came and provided valuable feedback 
that has allowed Helen Hall to better reach out to underserved 
members of the community.

A new outreach event is Toddler Time at Chick-Fil-A. Families 
had fun eating, singing, and hearing a story. There were also 
Pop-Up Storytimes at League City fire stations. Around 420 
people have attended these events!

As summer ended and the transition to school began, Helen 
Hall has provided 15 programs with around 830 participants, 
including the new bi-monthly Big Kids Book Club. In that club, 
Assistant Librarian Tina Frank read Tristan Strong Punches 
a Hole in the Sky, and the kids discussed the book and 
participated in themed activities. 
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The Teen Advisory Board is extremely talented and the members 
are great advocates for teen services. Members of the Helen Hall 
Library Board of Trustees attended an April Teen Advisory Board 
meeting to listen to what teens want and need from the library. 
Teen Advisory Board members prepared detailed presentations 
to inform and inspire the Library Board, and the Library Board 
members had many great questions for the teens to consider. 

More and more programs are being hosted by the library’s 
participating teens. Clash of the Cards started in June and was 
developed and is hosted by a Teen Advisory Board member. 
Magic: The Gathering and other strategy-based card games are 
also popular. Comic Relief, the library’s teen improvisation club, 
debuted in August. It is also led and co-hosted by Teen Advisory 
Board members.

The board hosted Free Comic Book Day, sponsored by Bedrock 
City Comic Company in Clear Lake, who generously donated all 
the comics. The event had 112 attendees who picked up comics, 
played Super Smash Bros. Ultimate, made crafts, and more.

They also hosted the library’s challenges for the City of League 
City’s A-MAY-Zing Adventure. Teams visited various city locations 
to complete challenges for points while being timed.

The Teen Advisory Board also took over Helen Hall social media! 
They spent one day creating and editing content to post and a 
second day posting photos, videos, and filming live streams. 
This brought awareness to our Teen Services Department while 
showing the benefits of teens’ involvement in the library. 

The most popular event was the Teen Anti Prom in April! This 
provided an alternative, safe space for teens who may not feel 
comfortable at a traditional prom. This also allowed teens to have 
prom with friends from different schools and gave homeschooled 
teens the opportunity to attend a prom. The event had 38 
attendees who enjoyed refreshments, danced to the DJ’s music, 
and sang karaoke.

TEEN PROGRAMMING
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5 ADULT PROGRAMMING
Adult programs have continued to highlight local authors, 
community health, community history, and community 
engagement. The popular Local Authors Hour highlighted 
eight authors and featured a survivor of the 1947 Texas City 
Explosion along with his novel Rise Up. The event covered tales 
of historical fiction, murder mysteries, and the stories of sailor 
and world traveler Liz Alden. 

In partnership with the Houston Galveston Area Council, Helen 
Hall offers Texercise and Tai Chi classes for older adults. Some 
seniors can really move! Two professionals have continued 
to hold a separate series of workshops on understanding the 
intricacies of Medicare.

Several events celebrated League City’s 60th Birthday. I, Too, 
Am League City featured local author Deborah Konrad, a 
descendant of the renowned League City African American 
Winfield-Hobbs family, sharing her great grandfather’s story. 
The Local History Librarian told The League City story and 
created a series of “Did You Know?” videos highlighting fun 
facts of League City history. Local historian Joyce Zongrone 
told the tale of the city’s namesake in J.C. League: The Man in 
the Shadows.

Helen Hall hosted a Gem Hunt where people of all ages could 
dig in the dirt in pursuit of sparkling treasures. The Adult 
Crafts-to-Go program included projects such as a beach in a 
jar, sea glass night lights, and pressed flower lanterns. Library 
staff also put together fun displays of a teddy bear collection 
complete with a naming contest, an owl collection to promote 
bird watching in League City, and a diverse collection of Snoopy 
merchandise to honor the beloved character’s 72nd Birthday 
this August.

Fall kicked off with the first session of a new Wine & Jazz 
Series. DJ Todd Parker from KTSU 90.9 plays pieces from 
different eras of jazz as patrons sip wine and discuss their 
impressions of the music and the musicians behind it.

Alongside programs, Helen Hall introduced a new mobile 
printing service and refreshed the department look with new 
lighting, paint, and carpet!
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In May of 2022, the Library Board of Trustees and League City Council 
voted unanimously to make Helen Hall Library fine free! The majority of 
libraries in the county and across the nation have successfully eliminated 
fines. The goal is to encourage patrons to return their materials without any 
shame and to visit the library knowing they will have access. The Helen Hall 
Library checkout policies are now more direct and straightforward. If your 
checkouts are late, you won’t be fined until they are 30 days late but then 
you will be charged for the price of each item. If you bring back all your late 
items, your account will be clear!

The library administration’s study found that libraries without fines reported 
higher returns on overdue materials and a drop in late returns. Revenues 
from fines at Helen Hall Library have decreased in recent years. Patron 
behaviors have changed and more than ever before, users are checking out 
digital content, which do not have late fines. The library went a step further 
and changed checkouts from two weeks to three weeks. Very Important 
Patrons (borrowers over 65 years of age) still have four week checkouts 
with most collections.

The selection of digital items visitors can check out has expanded thanks to a free, year-long trial of the Kanopy 
streaming video service. Using their library card, visitors can watch classics, indie favorites, documentaries, and the 
Kanopy Kids collection.

Notary services were also added to the library. As of June 2022, Circulation Clerk and new notary Elizabeth Whitworth has 
notarized 140 documents for around 100 patrons as of this writing.

In celebration of National Library Week, Helen Hall 
Library created a social media campaign to share 
the many ways public libraries save consumers 
money and support local economies. Featuring 
library advocates – from Library Board members 
to City employees – the campaign helped 
spotlight collections and the benefits of libraries 
to individuals and communities. “Saving with your 
library =  Money in your pocket =  Money in our 
local economy.”

Library staff also took to social media, the stacks, 
and the online catalog to connect readers with 
some of their favorite fictional characters in the 
#characterpicks project. Through fun (and often 
funny) reading lists, library staff provided reading 
recommendations for famous literary, film, and TV 
characters: from I Love Lucy to Leslie Knope, from 
Holden Caulfield to Jesse Pinkman.

Search #characterpicks at hhal.ent.sirsi.net.

FINE FREE, KANOPY, AND NOTARY!

SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS



1 SUMMER READING AT FRIENDSWOOD

FRIENDSWOOD
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Friendswood Library’s first summer back since 2019 was a huge success 
and a lot of fun! Visitors to the library enjoyed activities like the new 
Yoga Storytime, A&M Chemistry Roadshow, crafts, books clubs and 
more! This summer, the library hosted 145 programs for ages 0-18: 6,717 
Friendswood and area residents attended! These programs would not 
have gone as smoothly without help from a group of committed teen 
volunteers who volunteered 231 hours of their precious summer vacation 
at the Friendswood Library! 

The Summer Reading Program had 1,441 participants who read a total of 
750,795 minutes- that’s 12,513.25 hours! Friendswood Library is so proud 
of the readers who logged their minutes and completed badges.

The library also partnered with the Galveston Food Bank to offer Kidz Pacz 
to families with children who needed a little extra food over the summer.
Keep a look out for more events this fall and winter!

22 FRIENDSWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY



2
Friendswood Library hosted its 5th Annual Ekphrastic Poetry 
Festival on Sunday, September 25th. The word ekphrastic 
comes from the Latin word ekphrasis, meaning the use 
of detailed description of a work of visual art as a literary 
device.

Poets take their inspiration from a visual medium, such as 
a painting, photograph, or sculpture, to create poems that 
act as a unique literary expression of a visual artwork. Over 
the years, Friendswood Library’s Ekphrastic Poetry Festival 
has grown from local and regional poets to poets from 
countries all around the globe. Texas and Houston Poet 
Laureates have been a part of the festival along with many 
other acclaimed local and regional poets. While listening to 
each poet read their work, viewers see a projection of the 
artwork to better understand the connection between poem 
and image.

The Friends of the Library publishes an annual anthology of the poems selected from the previous year. These anthologies 
can be purchased in the library, online from the Friends online store, or at the event itself. The 2022 anthology, New Signs 
for Old Symbols, is available for purchase, and all proceeds go to the Friends of the Friendswood Library to help keep 
programs and services going strong.

EKPHRASTIC POETRY FESTIVAL 
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Come enjoy a friendly game of chess at the library on 
Monday nights at 6:30 PM. The library provides some 
chess sets, and patrons are welcome to bring their own. 
This event is for all ages.

The Friendswood Library now has an 88 weighted key 
Yamaha electric piano for in-house use. It is stationed 
in the public computer area. Ask the reference desk for 
headphones.  It has a quarter inch (6.35mm) headphone 
jack. Bring some sheet music to practice, check out one of 
our songbooks, or just jam on our new electric piano!

FUN, NEW ADDITIONS

Friendswood Public Library is also 
offering a Book Club in a Bag kit! These 
kits contain everything a person needs to 
host a book club discussion. Checkout a 
kit for six weeks and place a hold on a kit 
through the library catalog. 

Kits include:
• 4 copies of the book 
• Book summary and characteristics
• Short author biography 
• Discussion questions 
• Read-alike suggestions 
• Related supporting materials (music, food, drink, 

history, maps, etc.)

Challenge yourself to read 
something new! Ten to Try is 
an online challenge that asks 
you to read a book in each of 
10 categories, keep track of 
your reading, and share your 
favorite discoveries with the 
library and your fellow readers. 
Broaden your reading horizons 
and earn a chance to win 

library and city swag. To participate, sign up online using 
Beanstack at friendswood.beanstack.org (now through 
November 30)!
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1 SUMMER READING AND CHILDREN’S EVENTS

ROSENBERG 
LIBRARY
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The Rosenberg Library Children’s department celebrated the return 
of the Summer Reading Program with a Palm Beach Party at Moody 
Gardens! Nearly 1000 people attended this free event, graciously 
sponsored by Moody Gardens. 1003 children between grades 1 and 7 
signed up for the reading program.

In an effort to reach out to people not familiar with the library, 
Children’s took their show on the road this summer. One event 
was held at the 61st Fishing Pier. After sharing some stories all 
participants got to try their hand at fishing. Everyone caught a fish!

At the request of several parents, Coding for Kids gave children the 
chance to learn how to code this summer. Comp-u-dopt sponsored 
the classes, leading the instruction and gifting participants with a 
computer at the end.

Story Fairs returned this summer, which are designed for groups 
of children from different organizations. Many groups enjoyed the 
performances, including the GISD Literacy Camp who saw a live 
theater production of the Little Mermaid.

For preschoolers, the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten was still 
offered, so no age was too young! For more information on this 
program, visit rosenberg-library.org/1kbooks.

Throughout the summer, the library partnered with many local 
organizations to put on events, and gives special thanks to the City 
of Galveston Parks & Rec, Artist Boat, Comp-u-dopt, SMART Family 
Literacy, Children’s Center, Nia Cultural Center, TAMUG, UTMB 
Residents (Fire Safety), Galveston Park Board, and Moody Gardens.
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2 TEEN PROGRAMS
For the 2022 Teen Summer Reading Program, the Rosenberg 
Library tried something new with programs - they ran three Teen 
After Hours events, where teens had the run of the library after 
it closed to the public!  Each of the three events was a different 
activity: Humans vs. Zombies (an elaborate game of tag), 
Among Us In Real Life (based on the popular Among Us video 
game), and a murder mystery dinner party.  These programs 
required registration, unlike most teen programs, but that didn’t 
deter anyone as 25 to 40 teens showed up each time.  Getting 
to explore the library without other patrons around and having 
the opportunity to be loud and chaotic in a normally quiet space 
were huge draws for the teens - not to mention the free pizza, 
soda, and prizes!

With each program, adjustments were made along the way to 
make the next ones even better, and perfectly balanced. With these learning experiences in mind, the library is 
going to keep doing Teen After Hours events for the foreseeable future!

3

Rosenberg Library’s Galveston and Texas History Center continues 
to digitize manuscripts and photographs that document Galveston’s 
and Texas’ rich history. Staff at GTHC are committed to providing as 
much access to as many researchers as possible. Recently digitized 
collections include a deed of sale from John and George Dean 
conveying an enslaved Black woman named Nieg to Joshua English 
of Montgomery, Texas, and a collection of twenty-two stamped 
commemorative envelopes featuring photos and illustrations of the 
Battleship Texas (BB-35), which recently docked at Pelican Island for 
repairs.

To find more digitized materials, visit Galveston and Texas History 
Center’s website at galvestonhistorycenter.org and click on “Search 
Archives Catalog.” For more information, contact Sean McConnell, 
Special Collections Manager, at smcconnell@rosenberg-library.org or 
409.763.8854  Ext. 127.

Photo Captions and Credits:
John and George Dean Slave Deed, MS2002-
0014. Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas.

Battleship Texas Commemorative Envelopes, MS2002-0029. 
Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas.

DIGITIZING HISTORY
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The Rosenberg Library is excited to announce Isle Connect, a new program that 
will provide free Chromebooks and up to one year of internet access to qualifying 
individuals and families in the City of Galveston. Any Galveston resident who has 
a Rosenberg Library card but doesn’t have access to reliable internet at home or a 
computer to access the internet can sign up. The program will last as long as supplies 
are available.

“During the COVID-19 pandemic, it became abundantly clear that there was a large 
segment of our population who did not have reliable access to the internet or a 
computer to make full use of the connected world,” said Rosenberg Library’s Executive 
Director Mike Miller. “It has also become clear that access to the internet is not a luxury 
item, but absolutely vital for connecting to and navigating today’s world and improving 
one’s station in life.”

Those who are interested can apply in person at the 1st floor circulation desk, or online 
at Rosenberg-Library.org/IsleConnect. Recipients will be selected by a lottery system 
and notified by the end of October with directions on how to receive the device and 
service. From there, the Rosenberg Library leaves devices in the community’s hands.
“You can keep the device as long as you need it, or you can return it to the library,” said 
Miller. The Library will also offer free replacements for broken devices covered under 
their warranty as long as supplies are available. “After the internet service ends, people 
can also keep their hot spots. Whenever they’re financially ready, they can bring the hot 
spot to T-Mobile and continue internet service on their own terms.”

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Rosenberg Library offered “Wi-Fi to Go” 
which let visitors check our free W-Fi hotpots with their library cards for two weeks at 
a time. This service will remain available to everyone. Through Isle Connect however, 
Rosenberg Library hopes to reach those who need more than a temporary fix. “We hope 
this program can be a bridge for some in our community by giving them an opportunity 
to more fully participate in the online world.”

For more information, visit Rosenberg-Library.org/IsleConnect or visit us in person at 
2310 Sealy Galveston, Texas.

For those who have never had the chance to finish high 
school, the Rosenberg Library has just the thing!
Rosenberg Library is providing 10 scholarships that will allow 
participants to receive a high school diploma through Excel 
Adult High School. This program is 100% online, self-paced, 
and FREE to adult students. Plus, it’s accredited!

Those interested can apply at excelhighschool.org/library/rl.
For questions call 409.763.8854 or email 
ttindall@rosenberg-library.org.

ISLE CONNECT: 
BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

GET YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FOR FREE AT ROSENBERG LIBRARY
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The Rosenberg Library Museum formally reopened the 4th floor 
of the library with the new Great Strom of 1900 exhibit. A day 
after the exhibit opening, Archivist Kevin Kinney sent the following 
feedback:

“Earlier today, a lady inquired whether an ancestor who died in 
the storm was on a list of recorded deaths. I showed her the list 
on our website and the ancestor was indeed on that list. I also 
showed her the name on the memorial wall of the exhibit, which 
was very emotional for her. This comes after another visitor had 
a similar experience yesterday when finding an ancestor’s name 
on that wall. The 1900 Storm Exhibit has been open to the public 
for less than 2 days and is already making strong impressions on 
visitors.”

Students also had positive feedback about the Museum. A day 
or so after opening, Museum Curator Ivy Albright led a tour of 
TAMUG museum studies students throughout the museum. 
Student Kate Jobe sent an email stating the following about her 
experience:

“On behalf of the TAMUG Museum Studies class that visited on 
September 9th 2022, I would like to thank you and your institution 
for being so welcoming and taking the time to speak with us. I 
felt that the archival system was very beneficial to my education, 
and I can apply that to my future studies and use it as a potential 
avenue for a career in museums. My favorite part of my visit to the 
Rosenberg Library was the archives. For a long time, I have been 
fascinated with all things lost; whether it be artifacts, books, and 
even various forms of online media. Seeing priceless items that 
once belonged in the hands of Texas heroes, religious icons from 
Ukraine, old axes and German metal cups with milk mustache 
guards on them felt so unreal to me. The minute my family and I 
went to Salsas yesterday, I showed my dad the photos I took and 
rambled excitedly about what I had seen for about 20 minutes! 
The staff at the library was all so welcoming and kind. I didn’t feel 
nervous at all when I was learning about what they did, and they 
were all very open to answering any questions we had. Overall, 
getting the opportunity to visit the Rosenberg Library Museum 
was an amazing experience. I know for sure that I haven’t seen 
everything, so I’m looking forward to my next visit!“

73 objects in the  Museum collection have been 
re-housed in collection storage. The re-housing 
process means objects are stabilized and put 
into custom-sized boxes that are specific to 
the item. This helps for preservation, stability, 
safety and longevity of artifacts in the Museum 
collection.

Pictured is the summer museum intern, Garrett 
Cole. He re-housed a head axe that originated 
from the Philippine Islands.

Museum Curator, Ivy Albright was interviewed 
by Kathleen Maca for Galveston Monthly. 
Ivy is featured in a three page spread of the 
September 2022 issue. Ivy discusses her past 
working for the Smithsonian and her work for 
the new Great Storm of 1900 exhibit.

EVERYONE LOVES THE MUSEUM!


